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The SPEAKER rtook the (hair at 4.30
o'clock pom.

Prayers.

QUESTION—FEDERAL BOUNTY,
AS TO ASSISTAXNCE.

Mr, STONE asked the Premier: 1,
What amount has this State received
from the £300.000 provided by the Fed-
eral Bounty Aet to assist State indus-
tries? 2, What is the nature of the in-
dustries to he assisted by the said Bounty
Act? 3, Hax the State Govermment
made any application or recommendation
in connection with the Federal Bounty
Aect? 4. If so, what is the nature of
such application or recommendation?

The PREMIER replied: 1, None as
yet. The Act is still hefore the Federal
Legislaiure. 2, Cotton, New Zealand
Flax, Jute, Sisal Hemp, Mchair, Copra,
Cottonseed.  Linseed, Rice, Rubber,
Coffee., Tobacen Leaf, Preserved TFich,
Dates, Dried and Candied Fruits, (Combed
Wuol, 3, Yes. Jute and dates, in addi-
tion to items proposed in the original
schedule eirculaied by the Federal Gov-
ernment. 4+ This State was repre-
senled at the Conference and co-operated
in drafting a veport for the considera-
tion of the Federal Government.
QUESTION—AGRICCLTURE, PUR-

(‘HASE OF COWS.

Mr. WALKER asked the Minisier for

Acriculture: 1, Has the Agriculiural
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Department paid Mr. H. Gull any money
as  (a} honorarium. (b)) ecommission,
{¢) travelling expenses in eonnection
with the purchase of cows in Victoria
for Western Australia? If so, how
much? 2, Can he supply the names of
any other person or persons who have
received any subsidy or other form of
payment from the departent in con-
nection with the purchase of the said
cows? 3, Under the leating of © Gen-
eral Expenses,” is there any cover tor
any honorarium or pavment of any kind
wrianted to any member of this present
Parliament?

The HONORARY MINTISTER {Hon.
J. Mitehell) replied: 1, Yes. From the
18th May to the 31st August—salary,
£60 13s. 4d.; travelling expenses, £59.
2, No other person has veceived any sub-
sidv or other form of pavient from this
department in eonnection with the pur-

chaze of the said cows. 3. No.
QUESTION—STEAMER “BIA”
REIAIRS.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Worke - 1, Has the Publie Works Ie-
partment entered into contraet with the
agents or owners of the ss Bia for re-
pairs Lo that steamer af Fremantle? 2.
If w0, what was the contract price. aid
what was the eost of the work? 3, If
not, why did the Works Departinent carry
out the repairs, and under what condi-
tions? 4. Was there any financial loss
or gain to the Department?

The MININSTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.
3. Representations  were made io the
Minister on Sunday. 11th August. that
the matter was one of great urgeney. and
that. =0 far as eould he ascertained. no
Engineering Works  had  the requisite
plant to carry it out. The Minister pave
instruetions on the Monday that, assum-
ing the Engineering  Division  indorsed
these represenfations, the work was (o
lie done by the Department for the loeal
foundry., 4, Neither. Only actnal eost
of the work charged.
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PASTORAT INDUSTRY INQUIRY-—
MOTION TO DISCHARGE COM-

" MITTEE.

Order
to report,

Mr. JOHNSON : Pending the result
of the motion which appears later on
the Notice Paper, I move that this matter
be posponed until this day week.

Mr. SPEAKER : If the member is
desirous of procceding with his motion
he ean do so at this stage, for it would
be ridiculons to pospone the matter when
the motion on the Notice Paper may or
may not he carried.

read for the select commiiiee

Mr, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford) :
I move—

That the Select Commiltee appeinied
to report on assistance lo pastoralists,
cteglera, be discharoed.

Members will remember the other evening
when the ¢uestion was under debate, the
member for Pitharra (Mr. Underwood)
aorfied his intention of resigning from
the eommittee.  This was the seeond re-
signation received from a member of the

commnitiee, When the wember for Pil-
barra notified wme oflicially, as mover
of the motion, that it was hLis infen-

tin  to resign, I ecame to the eon-
elusion  that it  would be undesirable
to proceed with the investigation.

Apart from the resignation of the mem-
her for Gaseoyne and later on-that of
the member for Pilbarra, the bilter party
spirit displayed in the diseussion on the
motion for the select committee, and later
on the motion for the diseharge of the
member for Gascoyne, leads me to ques-
tion very mueh—in fact cunvinces me—
that no good will result from the delibera-
tions of the commiittee. T do not wish te
say more, for T believe the question has
heenn sufficiently debated. T would em-
phasize the point that T am still eonvineed
of the necessity for an inquiry. I am
convineed the Government have not suffi-
cieni information on this great question,
nor is it possible, except by a striet in-
quiry, for members to gain that informna-
tion. I am eonvineed {he information
cannot be gained by the present com-
mittee, owing o the bitter party spirit
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displayed. I do net feel personally dis-
posed to proceed with the inquiry, and
that being so, I feel it will be unwaorthy
of me to impose the task on others; so
rather than move that the mewher for
Pilbarra and I he discharged, I move {hat
the whole committee be discharged.

Mr., SPEAKER: Before putting the
motion it is necessary to point out te
members that when a member is appofted
on a seleet committee he is in duty bound
to aet. In other words, if he fails in
that duty he commits a contempt of the
House, which controls and directs such
proceedings, The hou. member (Mr,
Johnson) s perfectly justitied in moving
this motion, but what he has stated can-
not form an adequate reason for refusing
to act on the commilttee, I have no de-
sive to concern myself with the debate on
the motion for the appointment of the
committee, but I feel it my doty to draw
attention to the role.

Mr. G. TAYLOR: T second the
motion. .
Mr. W. B. GORDON (Canning):

Since I was elected a member of the com-
wittee I have not received any notice from
the mover, the member for Guildford {(Mr
Johnson), and I was rather surpnsed to
see by his notice of motion that he wished
the commitiee to be discharged. The
hon. member’s excuse that the member
for Pilbarra (Mr. Cuderwood) would not
act is no excuse at all; bhecause, as mover
for the eommittee, hu (Mr. Johnson)
never issued a npotice calling them {io-
wether. Had he done so, he must have
asked the member for Pilbarra why he
did not attend; or if he refused to act,
why he refused. It seems extraordinary
that a member should move for a select
committee, that the motion should he de-
bated a whole afternoon and part of the
evening, the committee being eventually
appointed, and 1hat the mover should
then have the effroniery to come to ihe
House, and, because one memher of the
commitiee will not aet with him, say that
the committee must be discharged. Isthat
a direet insult to the nther 49 members of
the Honse? Are there not members who
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might have taken the position that the
member for Pilbarra refused to aceept:
members who could have filled that posi-
fion quite as well as that giant in debate?
I fail to see why the committee were
moved for at all if they were o be
treated in  this  paltry manner. The
whole House should take exception tu the
present motion, for the mover finishes
his explaation by saving an inquiry is
#till desirable. as he doves not ihink (he
wpuestion has bheen sufficiently investigated.

My, Taylor: The constitedion of the
comntitiee is bad. '

Mr. GORDOX: But it was not bad
while it ineluded the member for Gas-
cayne {Mr. Buicher).,  Was that wember
the instizator of the motion for the com-
mittee?  Did he the mewmber for
Guildford., a Labowr member, to move
for the commirttee?

Mr. SPEAKER: The wmember fuor
CGuildford is certainly jusiified in any
<course he likes to take.

Mr. GORDOXN: Apparently he does
not know wlhal course he does take. He
seeks a recourse.  There are the faciz. [
should not say the member for (ascoyne
asked the member for Guildford (o have
the commiitee appointed; beeause ihere
is no reason why ihe latter should ask

ask

for a committee on” sueh a subject.  Un-
fortunately, now that the member ftor

Gascoyne is not on the committee. the
mover appears to think he cannot run it;
it is too much for him.  That s the ab-
surd side of the question. Tt is a serious
matter that any member can have a select
committee appointed, and ask for its dig-
«charge becanse one member refuses to
sit. T appeal to meimbers o sav whether
that is Fair o rveasonable; that becanse
one member says he loes nol care 1o act,
{he mover should ask (hat the commitiee
he lischareed. and in addition should
finish his explanation by saxine he still
thinks there should be an inguiry. He
says this s a pany question. Even if it
i, he, as mover of the motion, wonld in
aceordance with enston have been 1he
chairman.  Was he not capable of bring-
ing forward what evidence he liked?
Would he not have presented the report:
and if the other members did not aeree
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to his report would they not have had i
wive reasons for disagreeing? In ihese
civetmstances there is nu reason for the
molion that the commitiee be discharged,
unless the mover means a direet inzult o
other inembers of the House by insinuat-
ing that none of thent is tapable of fill-
ing the position of the member for Pil-
barra. Or it may le (hat the wmover is
Missatisfied hecause he has not a majority
on the eommitiee. We know from the
discussion on the motion by which the
connitiee were appointed fhat while the
mentber for Guildlord asked For (he com-
miitee, not one wember in QOpposition
favoured the establishmenl of freezing-
works i the North-West.  Nearly every
one of them who spoke was absolutely
oppused fo freezing-works.

Labour Members: Nu.

Jr. Hudson: When did yvou become in-
spired with that ideal

Mr. Underwood : Lok up Hanrsard.

Me. GORDON: Ave you in favour of
freczing-works?

Mr. Underwood : Certainly,

Mr. GORDON: The member for Pil-
bavra s at last favourable to something,

Mr. SPEAKER: The discussion wan-
dered very much when the motion for
freezing-works was hefure  the House.
The question now is whether the com-
mittee shall or shall wot be digcharged.
The question of treezing-works should
not be again diseussed.

Mr. GORDON: Very good, sir. I
sinply ask whether the excnse which the
member for Guildford wives to the House
is une that the House can necept.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanownn): The
member whe has just sai down (Mr.
Gordon) has misinterpreted the meaning
of the member for Guildford. 1 should
consider thal no member could come to
any other concluston from the speeeh
made by the member fur Guildford than
that he was taking his present action ow-
ing to the excessive party spirit exhibited
in the eleetion of the committee. Inci-
dental 10 his argument he stated that he
destred the diseharge owing to the fact
that ene member had ohjected to =it on
the ecommitiee. Thal, however, was
purely an incidental reason. [Mr. Gor-
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dow: Was it also an incidental reason
that actuated lim 1o say the same thing
in an interview ihat appeared in the West
Australian?] It is quite possible; but
the speech just delivered eanuot be inter-
preted as being based on any other than
the substantive’ reason that an undesir-
able party spirit had been exhibited in
connection with the appointment of the
committee. As a malter of fact the
member covered more than the resigna-
tion of the wmember for Pilbarra in allud-
ing to the party spirit exhibited in the
eompasition of the seleet conunittee. As
we all know, the primary reason was the
resignation of the wemher for Gascoyne.
The receipt of this resignation resulted
in a resolufton to substilute the member
for Mount Magnet. This, however, was
rejected, and there was a strugyle, as
we all know, as to the appointment of
the member for Katanning. The feeling
exhibited in the House during the eourse
of that debate could not be deseribed as
any other than the height of party feel-
ing. [Mr. Bath: There wns the state-
ment of the Minister for Works,] Yes,
there was the definite, clear statement of
the Minister for Works that the Gov-
ernment had their policy o peroteet, and
that there were interests in the North-
West to which they were pledged, and
they had, thervefore, good reasons for
getting their nominees upon the ecom-
wittee. [The Minister for Works: Read
Hansard and refresh your memory as to
what I snid.] [ was here when the Min-
ister spoke and know that what T have
said is correct.  T'lhere was, moreover,
in connection with the appointment of
the committee, n definite statement from
the Minister for Mines in which he eon-
tended that the majority had the right
to uge their power to get a preponderance
of their own supporters upon the eom-
mittee; there can be no getting behind
that. [Mr. Gordon: There was no dis-
pute until the member for Gascoyne re-
signed.] At that stage feeling had not
heen arcused, and no party tactics were
adopted until during the first hallot for
the appointment of a suceessor to the
member for Gascovne. Up to then there
Lad beer no exhibition of the party
spirit. 1 regret (v say that this spirit
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was exhibiled by one of the nembers of
the select commitlee.  Canvassing went
on—[Mr. Gordon: Never]—and even
something more, naely, dietalion on the
part of the Government to get thetr own
nominees upun the commiitee. T submit
that the member for Guildford is per-
fectly vight to say that, in these eireum-
stances, any inquiry that might be eon-
ducted by that eonmmitiee wonld he re-
garded wilh the utmost suspicion. It
would he supposed that it was nothing
less than an agency of (he Government
16 sereen their conduet in the past or to-
el some help in earrying out those mea-
sures which they had pledged themselves.
to introduee.  The member. for Gnild-
ford said, and I am now interpreting-
what hi= speeeh micant, that he eonld not
he associated with suspicions of that
kind, and thevefore desired to have the
commitlee diseharged.

The Premicr: By the swile on the
face of the member for Cuildford T do
not think you interpret what he means,

Ar. Jolmson @ 1 looked across at von,
saw you smiling. and zmiled in sympathy.

Mr. WALKER : i is easy to under-
slaid the smile then, for none can lonk
at the Premier and at lis good-natured
face withone smiling alse. My inter~
pretation is o fair one of the speech de-
livered hy {lie member for Guildford. 1f
that han, memher had nat taken the ecourse
he has done, it wonld have been a wiser
course for some other member of the
House to adopt.  The elear expression
of opinion by members of the Govermnent
during the last debate on this qnestien
could not be regarded to mean otherwise
than te appoint a eommiltee to sereen
them in the eonduet they intended to take:
{Ministerial langhter.) T ean quite un-
derstand this laughter coming from the:
member for Canning and other Minis-
terial supporters. I s well for that
member (o tey and east every kind of
seorn and ridicule on a metion of Lhis
kind, T will not go farther and say there:
are few members of this House, or few
citizens ontzide of i, who would have
confidence in a eonmittee on which was
the member for Canning: if T said that
T wight he going a step too Far. The
mover of the motion feels that the eom-
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mittee under the present circumstances,
composed ag it is, could do no good and
wonld not pay the disinterested attention
to the work expeeled of a commiltee of
that very mmportant description. All he
is justilied in doing, iherefore, is to ask
for their discharge, [Mr. Gordon 1 He
is weak enough for-that.] Where is the
eleiment of weakness 7 Any person see-
ing the spirit of this Assembly, knowing
the history of the appointment of mem-
bers of the commitice, recognising that the
report will not be worth a snap of the
fingers in the estimation of the public,
will realise that the chairman—[3Mr.
Gordon: Shows the white feather]—
No; for it 15 a very courngeous thing to
come to this House and say “In these
cirenmstances [ will not have my name
associated with suell o committee.” 1t
requires far more courage to do that than
to dawdle the time away. The hon.
member conld have allowed the maiier
to pass, and there would have been no
mare  said  about it ; but he takes the
manly course and conmes to this House
and asks for the discharge of the com-
mittee, awd to he exonerated from all
association with party strife of this ehar-
weter.  He asks the House to allow the
committee to be discharged.  Although T
admit it is the duty of every member
appointed to a seleet committee to devote
his tine to the service of the ecommittee,
the House, and ile conniry, and that no
private disinclination should actuate him
in refusing to act thereon, vet in ihe
eircumstances, when une comes with this
disinelination to the House and asks the
Tlouse to grant permission to he relieved
trom all conneetion with the ecommitiee,
then the Honse is al liberty to erant the
request. It is the richt and proper conrse
to take to come to the House in that
wanner. and the hon. member for Guild-
ford iz quite justilied in the motion ha
has introduces.

Mr. B. H. UNDERWOOD {Pilbarra) :
1 have no intention {o enter arain into
the bitterness of debate introslueed when
1he matter was previously before the
Heuse. After the debate fook place last
time I felt thal I could not do justice
1o that eommittee. and therefore T re-
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quesied the member for Guildford to
move lo dischargre my name therefrom.
T desire now to say rhat owing to un-
acquaintance with the rules of the House,
T made what T have sinee been told was
a mistale in saying I would not sit on
the eommitlee. ITowever, the fuct that my
remark was net in order does nol mater-
ially alter the ease. 1 still lold, after
the debate which took plaee and the party
feeliny  introdveed  info tiwe discussion,
thati 1 could not do justice to the subject
into which the e»mmitice was appointed
to inguire, and would thevefore like the
Heuse to diseharge me from that duty.

The PREMIER (Hon, N. J. Moore) :
T regret exeeedingly that the proposer of
the committee has eemed it wise to
adopt the course of moving that the com-
mittee be discharged, mnore especially as in
the” first instanee he wade out such an
excoifent ease Cor the appointment of a
commiitee, However, if the members of
the commitlee are wmrvilling to go inlo
the matter thoroughly, it would ceitainly
be beifer to discharge the conmittee
than that the mvestigation of a question
of sueh ‘lmportance should be delegated
to wentlemen not dispesed to give it the
time ¢nd atteniion which its great impert-
anee dererves. 1 do not desire to go info
the matters resulling in the raising of
party heat on the previous vecasion. As
the member for Guilkdford is now aware,
the whale debat2 was the result of a mis-
lake on the part of the member for
Gaseoyne.

Mr. Johnson: No; ihe pacty spirit was
cevidenced hefore that. 1 dv not object
to the seecond debate ; but I do object
most strongly to the first,

The PREMIER: No useful purpose
would he served by geing inio the gues-
tion again: and I will naw say merely
thai 1 regret ihe course taken by the
mover,  In the ciremmstances, perhaps
it is well to agree to the motion,

Mr. G, TAYLOR (Mt Marguret) -
Having regard io ihe very bitler party
feeling displayedl on ihe vwdion Sor the
appointment of this ~ammittes, and in
the subseruent debaie on the motion hy
the member for Guildford to discharge
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the member for Gascovne and substiute
the name of the member for Mt Magnet.
and fo the atritude {aken by the Premier
on the latter aceasion, 1 think the Flouse
wounld aet in its best interest were this
motion to dischuree the committee ngreed
to.  When the motion appeinting the
eonnmittee  was  earried, it was not in-
tended there should be any party feeling
impeted into the question; and it was
known {o most wembers that it was not
intended by the mover of the motion that
the member for Canning (Mr. Gordon)
should be on the committee. The ineln-
sion of that hon. member was the ground
of the application made for the discharge
of the member for Gascoyne from the
commitiec. While the member for Gas-
coyne was willing to serve on the com-
mittee at the outset, he was nnwilling to
aet alier the melusion of the member for
Canning in the =urreptitious  manner
adopted.

Mr. GORDOXN @ On o point of ovder,
1 would like to know the authority for
that statement. Toes it mean that the
member for (raseovne rvefuses to serve
on any committee with me 9 The member
for Mt. Margaret has made the statement
that the wmember for Gaseoyne retired
because [ was put on the committee.

Mr. Taglor: What is the point of or-
der ?

Mr. SPEAKER : There is no puint of

order, Lf the member for Mt. Margarel
made the statement aitributed to him, it

was a reflection on the member for Cau-
ning and must be withdrawn 3 but T did
not hear him make the statement.

Mr. TAYLOR - If T have reflected on
the hon. mewber, or In any way trans-
pressed the rules of ihe House, I have

no objeetion (o withdrawing the  state-
ment.
Mr. TAYLOR {resuming) : T wauld

remind the hon, member of his own re-
marks this afterncon with reference to
the refusal of the member for Pibara
to nel on the eonunittee, expressing the
opinton that the connnittee would he un-
able to probe this question properly with-
out ile as<istance of the member for Pil-
barra. Wikl all due respect, I submit
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the whole of (he trouble in eonneelion
with this question lins resalled [rom ther
inclusion in the eanunitiee of the member
for Canning,

Ay, tlordon: Beeause he knows foo
wueh about the subject,

Mr. TAYTOR: | say that fearlessly.
I duhated this question when feeling van
high in the House, when the Premier
moved to insert the name of the member
for Kauannimg (Mr. Piesse). 1 know
that aetion of the Premicer caused some
pain (o the member for Katanning, and
T am not going to renew it; but 1 am not
hear the
mewher for Canning (Mr. Gordon) put-
ting forward ideas and ecomments which
i my opinion are not relevant to the
position.  The position s that the mewn-
ber for Guildford desired the appoint-
ment ol a committee {o inquire into the
puzitiun of the pastoralists in the North-
West, a matter that dirvectly affected the
freezing-warks proposition of the Gov-
evhtent i that part of the State. The
commiltee was agreed o by the House,
and the mover of the mution decided, as
do the movers of ail motions of a similar
character, as to” which members from
both siles were most capable and willing
to aet vn the committee. Bul the mem-
her for Canning was never decided on.

Mr. Gordon: T was decided on. The
House dectded that I should go on the
committee; therefore T ask that those
words be withdrawn,

My, SPEAKER: I£ the hon. memher
contradiets the statement, the member
for Alt, Margaret must wilhdraw it.

Mr. TAYLOR: To conform to the
rules of the House I will withdraw; buat
other members have made the statement
in the House. The member for Kan-
owna (Mre. Walker) put the point clearly
that the bone of contention and the
reason for the trouble and pain caused
to members on the uvceasion of the last
debate was the inclusion in the commiitee
of the member for Canning.

The AMinister for TVorks:
should it he so?

Mr. TAYLOR: Because anything done
surreptitiously, in a manner nnt above-
board, will ereate anger. The Govern-
ment desired to use their power on this

But why
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aqquesiion.  Both the Minister for Works
Al the Mimster Tor Mines wreed in
effect that = We have a big stake at issue:
we must be justified in the wulertaking
we conterplate.”  One Minister went so
far as to elaim that the Government. on
account of 1heir majority. were justified
in bludgeoning the Iouse into aceepting
the postiion of heing ruled by a majority
who do not think for themselves. That
was the pozition. and the House will now
only be doing justice 1o itself hy dis-
charging from the Nolice Paper the iten
under dizcussion,

The MTINISTER I'OR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price}; 1 do vaet desire to prolong
this debate. and rvise simply Lo elear up
a couple of misconceptions, possibly un-
witiing, which weuthers have made on the
Opposition sule respecting my  remarks
in the previeus debate on thix question.
T metbers will carefully read my speech
m Hansard

AMr. Taglor: There is nu need: 1 heard
‘the speech,

The MINISTER : 1t is useless the hon.
muenther coutradieting. What a imember
says in this Howse i= taken down by
Hansard veporters. aml therve 1= ample
opportunity for ather wmembers v sce
whether the statement 1 make now is
worreet or otherwise.

Mr. Baili: Hansard reports ave sub-
Jeeted tu revision, sometinies.

The MINISTER: The Leader of lhe
CQpposition  knows  perfectly  that no
nember is allowed 1o so eovrect his
speech as to alter the meaning he c¢on-
veved to the Honse.

Mr. Batk: 1t should not be.

The MINISTER: That is a mean in-
sinuation on the part of the Leader of
the Opposition and should not be made,
‘The suggestion conlained in Lthe insinna-
tion is that, by eorrecting the report of
my xpeech. 1 wiltully and deliberately
altered the meaning 1 bad conveved to
‘the House when speaking. 1 venture to
say that were ~uch a thing altempted.
the Chief Hensurd HReporter would not
permit it.

Mr. Bath: It v remarkable that st
memhbers took thatl impression frean vour
remarks,

"4 SepTEMBER, 1907.7 Dischurge of Commitler. 1265

The MINISTER: [ pointed out that
thi= wax a commillee in which the (ov.
eriment must take a great interest. as
aite ot the matters to be inquired into
was a proposition which had been cried
down by members opposite—and  the
member Tor ME. Margaret has just =lated
that the freezing-works question wa- one
of the subjects o be inguired into—and
that we were entitled to see thar the
ripest opinion in the House, 1 so far as
patstoral matters are coneerned, wias re-
presented on the commitlee. 1 went on
to sav in (hat speech that one of the
mosl unbiased men in the House was ihe
member for Katanning.

e, Walker: 13d you nol =ay some-
thing o the effect that the wmajority in
the House ovght 10 have a majority on
the committee?

The MINISTER : T said il was not un-
reasonable that the members on that com-
mittee should have svme relation to ihe
size of the respeetive parties in the House.
I especially commended the member for
Katanning as ene of the most unbiassed
men on eiiher side of the House, one who
had least of the party spivit, and that his
services would be of the grealest advan-
tage on the committee. To say [ con-
tended that this should be a party inquiry
ig most unfair, in view of that speech,
T fail alsv to see why, because ane mem-
ber expresses a disinelination  to  aet—
[Mr. Bath: Two]—that this should be
considered a sutficient reason for dis-
charezing lhe commitiee.

Mr. Walker: Do vou remember saving
something like this—“Are we supposed
to submit to baving two members, when
we have a majority in the House?”

The MINISTER: If the whole ot my
speech be read. it will show distinetiv chat
in advocating the appointment of the
mewher tfor Katanning on the committee,
[ did =0 on aecount ot the unbiased narure
of his mind.

Mo Walker: But did you say the worlds
1 have just quoted?

The MINISTER: T am not ;_:niu-_r to
subiit to having a part of my remarks
quoted, thus distorting the text, which is
a favourite dodge of some memwhers op-
posite, Let the speech he taken ax a
wihole, and see it my remarks on that
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vceasion were a recommendation that a
party committee should be appointed. I
diselaim that ; it is absolutely incorrect ;
and I feel certain that if members will
read my speech, they will find there was
nothing in my remarks which advoeated
a parly committee.

Questton put and passed; committee
discharged.

MOTION—LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Bath, leave of ab-
sence for one forinight granted to thes
members for Mt. Magnet {Mr. Troy) and
Boulder {Mr, Collier), on the ground of
ill héalth.

MOTION—MANUFACTURING IN-
DUSTRIES 1INQUIRY.
Mr. DAGLISH (chairman of
select commiltee moved—

the

That the hon. member for Sussex be
discharged from serving on the Select
Committce upon TWesiern Australion
Manufacturing Indusirvies, and the hon.
member for Collie be appointed in his
stead.

The Treasurer was unabie to attend meet-
ings of the commiittee at the present time,

without mterfering seriously ‘with  his
duties as Treasurer.

Question passed.
BILL—INDUSTRIES PRESERVA-

TION.

Mr. BATH introdueced a Bill intituled
“An Act for the Preservation of Western
Australian Industries and for the Pre-
veniion of Combinations in restraint of
Trade.”™

Bill read a first time and ordered to be
printed.

BILL—COLLIE - NARROGIN RAIL-
WAY AMENDMENT.
Intvoduced by the Premier, and read
a first time.
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BILL=8TATE TRADING
ACCOUNTS. '
Intradueed by the Treaswrer, and read
a firsl time.

MOTION—LABOUR BUREAL,
FARES.
Mr. J. B, HOLMAN {(Murchison)

maved-—

That u Return be laid upon the table

of the House showing—(1.) Railway and
other fares advanced by the Labour
Bureau since the year 1900 and remain-
ing unpaid. (2.) Yo whom advanced.
(3.) By whom guaranteed.
He said: My reason fur wmoving this.
motion i that 1 desire to obtain ecertain
facts, hecause in my opinion the présent
administration of the Lubour Burean is
not at all satistactory, and some other
method should he adopted than {bat
whicli abtains at present so as to give
everyone who desires assistance by hav-
ing railway fares advanced an equal op-
portunity, which has not been the case
in the past. I know full well were T to
secure the retur it would enlail a great
deal of labour, but I have seen the Pre-
mier and he has assured me that at any
time | can see the papers in conneetion
with this mafter. I do not desive that
the department shall be put to a great
deal of work and expense in furnishing
the return. 1 desire to say that I will
not press the motion as it is. T shall be
satisfied wilh the information the Pre-
mier can give me and which will not en-
tail a great amount of work,

The PREMIER (Hon. N, T, Moore) :
I have had an opportunity of pointing
out io the hon. member that to give him.
the whole of the information he desires
would entail o large amount of work in-
deed, and necessitate a considerable
amount of overtime, as most of the en-
iries are made in three different books.
To give some idea of the work this motion
would entail T may say that during last
year from Mr. Longmore’s report it will
he seen Lthat no less than 688 persons were
assisted by ratlway passes from the cen-
tral oflice, o oblain employmentl, af a
cost of £529 8s. 8d. The information the-
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hon. member will be able to aobtain from
ilie buoks, anmd he can aequire all the facts
he desires under paragraphs 2 and 3 of
the mwtion : as to information  desired
under the first paragraph in which he
.asks for the railway and other fares ad-
vanced by the Government Labour
Bureau since the year 1900 and remain-
ing unpaid, he will be able to abtain the
number of persuns and the amount, and
he will have an opportunily of seeing
the hooks of the department which will
be made available f¢ him when he so
-desires.

Question put aml passed.

MOTION ~INDUSTRIAL DISPETES,
PAPERS.
AMr. J. B, HOLMAN

moved —

(Murchisen)

That all pupers in conneclion with the
Lockoul on ihe Potost Consolidated (.M.
(o ¢ the alleged Lockowl of or strike by
the Collic Miners’ Union ; tlhe alleged
Strike of Engine-drivers on the Cosmo-
politan Mine ; and the Lockout or alleged
Strike of the Timber Workers, be laid
wpon the table of the House.

Fle said : I do not aniicipale any oppo-
=ition to the motion, for T shall in all
probahility deal with the natter later on,
therefore I do not intend io deal with
the matter now. One reason 1 have for
maving this motion is that in reply to a
Jleputation, as T have already menfioned
aon fhe Address-in-Reply, certain state-
ments were set oul by the Premier which
were absoluiely inaceuraie. [ am per-
feetly well aware that the Premier iz not
responsible for the statements, but I in-
fend {o go into the matter to find out
who is responsible. In all probability
the papers will zive a grear deal of
‘information to members and will allow
.us to come in some definite decision as
to what will be the best means of dealing
-with industrial troubles. .This is a ques-
tion [ have {aken in hand, and all wmem-
‘hers should exert every possible effort
to prevent work ceasing by locking out
.men or by striking on the part of the
workers,  Tn my opinion the administra-
dion of the Labour Depariment during
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the past lew vears. dating back before
there was a Labour Department in West-
ern Australia, will give sone idea of the
best method to be adopted in dealing with
the Arbitration Act, and it should result
in the Aect being nade more workable.
As far as | am coneerned it is my inten-
tion to go into the matter and see if
sume mcans can he devised to bring abont
a satisfactory settlemeni. The Premier
has informed me that there will be no
opposition to the motion, and as I infend
to deal with the matter again 1 merely
move the motion standing in my name.

Mr. C. A, HUDSON (Dundas) : I
secund. the motion,

The PREMIER (Hon, N, J. Moore) :
As I have alveady informed the niember,
it is not the intention of the Government
to oppose the motion. T =hall be able to
place the pdpers on the table of the
House during this week.

Question pui and passed.

MOTION — INDUSTRIAL TUXNIOXS
AND POLITICAL ACTION,
PAPERS.

Me. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)

moved —

That all papers in connection with the
refusal of the Registrar of Friendly
Societies lo register the rules of unions
wnder the Industrial Coneciliation and Ar-
bitration Act, 1902, in which provision
was made for political action, be laid up-
on e table of the House.

He said: Statemenis have been made
in another place that are apt to lead
peaple to believe fhat the Labour Minis-
ters when in power were responsible for
the action the registrar has taken. I
want the papers on the Table to show that
whatever action was taken by the regis-
frar in refusing to register unions. in the
riles of which provision was made for
political _action. Labour 3Ministers were
not responsible, The action was taken
by the registrar and was in keeping with
the meveral actions of that official. There
will be an opportunity of dealing with
this question, but I wish to show that
statements which have heen made were
not frue. 1 believe action was taken
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during the lime the Labounr Ministry were
in power in connection with this matter,
but the TLabour Mintstry at that time
were n no way responsible.  More than
one imember in another place has referred
to this matter and it is necessary to
show the public that the statements
made are not correet.

Mr. F. J. WARE ({Hannans): I
seeomd the motion.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—LABOUR BUREAU, EN-
GAGEMENTS.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN

moved—

(Murchison)

That « retwrn be laid wpon the table
.of the House showing—l, All engage-
ments through the Government Labour
Burean for the year endimg -30th June,
1907. 2, Names of persons engaged.
3, Names and addresses of employers
who enguged same. 4, Whether railway
fares were puid or advanced by lhe
Bureaw. 5, Whether saume has been re-
paid.

 He said: 1 recoguise this return will en-

tail a considerable amount of waork, and
T have spaken to the Premier on the mat-
ter, and he has given me permission to
go to the department at any time and
peruse the hooks and records in connee-
tion with these natters. That being so
it will not be necessary for me to go
more fullv inlo the matter, and T will
content myself with moving the motion.
I specially ask that no extra work shall
be entailed or expense incurred in draw-
ing up the retwrn, beeause all T want is
information.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
This return will be very similar to the
one already asked for, and as I then
poinled out, if the whole returns were
prepared it would entail a large amount
of labour. At the same time I think the
lon. inember can get the information and
it will be better if he withdraws the mo-
tion, because if the motion is carried by
the House it will cause the department
to compile the information. To- give
some iden of what this return will mean,
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from the a0th June 17T ap te the
present, no less than 1,050 railway and
other fares have bheen advanced by the
Labour Bureau.  These railway passes
are granted for various reasomns,  In
some instances passes are given and it is.
not antieipated thai  the UGovernment
will be repaid. In the ease of the unem-
ploved who have been working at ring-
barking all the men were wiven railway
passes, and as they were absolutely des-
titute and unemploved it was not eon-
sidered advisable to take their railway
fare from the money earned. In other
instances railway passes are granled
when it is shown definite employment
has been obtained. An agreement is
signied by the person obtaining the pass.
to refund the amount within a eertain
time. The information wlich ihe hon.
member has asked for ean be obtained
and he can see the books, but T think he
should eonsent to withdraw the molion.

Mr. J. B. HOTMAN: I withdraw the
molion.
Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION —RAILWAY PROJECT,
NANNINE TO MEEKATHARRA.
Mr. J. B, HOLMAN (Murchison)
moved —

That in the opinion of this Howse it
would Dbe fn the Dbest iutercsts of the
State, and especially of the Mining In-
dustry on the Murchison and Peak Hill
Goldfields, if the Government would im-
mediately construet’ a railway line from
Nannine to Meekatharra,

He said: This matter to my mind is of
great import Lo the whole of Western
Australia, seeing that at the present time:
the mining industry is not progressing
as we would like to see it, and knowing-
as we do that during the past few years
the gold yield in Western Australia has
heen falling tremendously, it is ahsolutely
necessary that every poessibie effort should
be put forward to encourage the mining
indestry wherever possible, Only a few
days azo perhaps one of the strongest
deputations whicli ever waited upon the
Premicr in connection with any matter
had the honour of interviewing him.© The
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deputation wes suppoarted by nearly 30
mewbers of Parliament. T do not think
any member can say 1 have ever wnwar-
ramtably  pushed Fforward this matter.
The persons concerned have waited until
they had an absolutely strong case, and
one that eould not be contradicted or
undermined,.  When I quote the figures
showing the wold yields in that part of
the State, I think members will agree
thai ihis is absolutelv the strongest ease
ever made for the construction of anv
railway. There lias heen more gold re-
turned from the disiviet which this rail-
-way will benefit than from any Wesiern
Autralian distriet kefore it was served
hy a vailway,  The deputation which
wailled last week on the Premier pre-
génted a petition signed by about GO0
peaple in favour of the line ; but we did
nut use that as an argument in its favouwr.
nor do we ask that it be constructed on
the strength of a pefition. We ask that
every possible inquiry be made ; and as
I have always agreed to the appointment
of n competent hoard of inguiry into
such projects, I shall be pleased if the
Government will inmediately appoint a
board to inquire into the advisableness of
bulding this line. I[n my opinion there
can be but one deeision—that the railway
should be immediately constructed. The
prospects of the Jlurchison District are
now better than theyv have ever been in
the history of gold-mining in Western
Australia, I am speaking of the por-
tions which the railwav will benefit. The
immediale eonstruetion of the railway, if
it is to he of any use, 15 absolutely neces-
sarv. For a few vears past we have
heard much in this Chamber and outside
of the absolute necessily for encouraging
local eompanies to take up and work
mining properties, seeing that the major-
ity, 1 may say nearly the whole of the
hest mines in this State have drified
from the possesion of our people into
the hands of people in foreign countries.
This ratlway will not benefit the foreigm
mine-owner, hut locally owned eompanies
and our own prospectors. At the pre-
sent time, throughout the distriet which

the line will beneftt. there are only two -

All
other properties are held by local

foreign-owned eompanies working.
the
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parties and by prospectors, and when I
read the figures showing the returns from
those distriers, members will be gratified
to know that the whole of the gold yielded
roes into the pockets of people who for
many years have prospected the country
and have worked havd to apen up the
various fields,

Mr. Butcher: Have you a plan to show
the position of the different centres?

Mr. HOLMAN : A plan is unnecessary.
The proposed route is direet from Nan-
nine north, a distance of some 24 miles.
The line will traverse level eountry with
no engineering diffieulties, and there is
no “battle of the roufes.” 1 shall he
pleased to show any member a map, or
to give lum full particulars. This line
if carried out will be it is hoped the first
section of a railway to Peak Hill direct
north from the present terminus, Further-
more, as I have already stated in this
House, the time has come for eonsidering
the project of a railway through the
Gascoyne and Pilbarra distriets from
Peak Hill. In those districts much aunri-
ferous country remains to be opened up;
in faet, mines have heen worked there,
but owing to the leavy costs and the
iinpossibility of getting supplies to that
part of the country, the prospectors have
had to abandon their properties. To give
members some notion of the position of
Meekatharra itself T will mention the
quantity of stone crushed and the yields
in ounces of fine gold during the past few
years. Seven or eight vears ago Meeka-
tharra itself was a very swall place, but
it has since progressed as no other place
has progressed in Western Australia. The
population some seven or eight vears ago
was about six; there is now a population
of between TO0 and 800, and nearly all
those men are working properties of their
own. The crushings at the State battery
Meekatharra, were as follows: 1901, 3,063
tons for a yield of 3,028 ounces; 1902,
3,611 tons for 3,486 ounces; 1903, 5,668
tons for 4,394 ounces; 1904, 3,830 tons
for 6,069 ounces; 1905, 4,302 tons for

. 8,008 onnces; 1906, 4,501 tons for 11,006

ounces. For the first six months of 1907
4,510 tons for 6,298 ounces; for the first
seven months of 1907, 5,210 tons for 6,920
ounces. Since that return was prepared
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tor last month the Fenian and other
mines have erushed 601 tons for 1,474
ounces, which eonsiderably improves the
vield trom the WState battery. These
totals are tor the Btate hattery alone;
and when members recognise that during
the first six months of this year more
stome was erushied at that hattery than
during the whole of 1906, they will ad-
mit the place is going ahead. [ may ex-
plain the reason for the extra quantity
erushed, In past vears the battery was
always short of watfer, and therefore had
to work much less than half time; but to-
wards the end of last year the Garden
Gully water scheme was completed and
the battery had a full water supply, with
the result that the quantity of stone
crushed is now more than double that
ernshed in previous vears. The total
quantity of stone crushed at the Meeka-
tharra State batiery till the end of July
of last vear was 30,183 tons for 42,911
ounces, perhaps one of the best averages
ever obtained in this Siate. No sands
and slimes, or but very little, have so far
heen treated; hence it will be understood
the veturn is excellent. I may say there
are thousands of pounds worth of gold
locked up in the =ands and slimes because
there is no plant to treaf them. 1 helieve
there is a cvanide plant now at  work
there, but in the near future we ean lock
for o big inerease in the output from that
distriet. The returns I have just quoted
were from the State battery alone; but
during the last two vears other batteries
have heen ereeted, and I will now quote
the retwms for the past three years, to
show how the place i1s going ahead. In
1904 the total tounage crushed in  the
whole Meekatharra distriet was 3,513 for
3.737 ounces; in 1905, 4,238 for 7.235
ounces; 1906, 12,057 for 15,344 ocunces
—an increase of over 100 per cent. on the
previous year; and for the first six months
of 1907, 12,609 tons for 10,008 ounces,
showing year by vear a tremendous in-
creaze of output unparalleled in the his-
lory of any distriet of similar size in
Western Australia. During this year it
is quite probable that the total output
from Meekatharra alone will be from
20,000 to 25000 ounces; this too in face

[ASSEMBLY )

Nannine {o Meekatharra,

of the taet thai the people are working
wnder #reat difficulties, that men have
had to hold their properties idle because
they could not get their stone erushed,
and that timber, like every other mining
requisite, was very dear, showing that 1f
the |Mace has gone ahead se vapidly dur-
ing the past few years, there is every
reason to believe that with fair encour-
agement and railway facilities it will go
abead mueh more rapidly. The railway
will benefit not only Meekatharra but the
whole of the gold-mining centres In a
northerly direction. First we have Ab-
botts, 25 miles from Meekatharra. Total
output from Abbotts till the 30th June,
T, was 34,661 tons tor 36,333 ounces,
All the totals I quote are for line ounces.
Abbotts is not now in such a Aourishing
eondition as we should like, but that is
owing to the high eost of mining material
and the seareity of mining timber and
other requisites. The construction of a
railway to Meekatharra will considerably
lessen Lhe eost of mining at Abbotts, and
we ¢ look forward to preater procress
at that centre. The line will considerably
henelit Peak Hill also. which has so far
cruxhed 313,237 tons for 208.058 ounces,
while the total vield in fine gold from the
Peak Hill goldfield has heen 210,011azs.
to the vatue ot £892,:234, The crushing for
ihe Meekatharra mining centre has been
46,625 tons for 50,667 ounces, having a
total value of £215224. The yield of
Abbotts has been 36,355 ounces, a total
value of £154,428. The total quantity
of stone erushed in the whole of these
distriets has been 394,554 tons for a
total yield of 297,034 ounces, baving a
total value of £1,261,886. That is to
say, the gold returned from these centres
has been of greater value than that frem
any centre for which railway facilities
have been requested. Meekatharra alone,
which has returned £215,221 worth of
oold during the few short years for
which it has been worked, improving all
the time, has returned considerably more
zald than the whole of the Phillips River
toldfield, in which a railway is now being
eonstracted.  When that Railway Rill
wans passed the total output from the
Phillips River Goldfield was only abhout
£163,000 worth of gold and copper.
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The total output from the district which
this projected railway will benefit is
£1,261,586. The encrmous cost of tak-
ing supplies to this district shows clearly
how necessary it is that a railway should
be constructed there.  The position in
this respeet is very different in Meeka-
tharra from what it is at Phillips River,
for in the latter place they have ample
wining timber supplies, It is impos-
sible to mine properly at Meekatharra
owing to the enormous cost of carting
mining supplies and timber. I have
here a return prepared by the Mines De-
partment showing the progress which is
heing made in the distriet, and the num-
her of leases which have been taken up
from Nanning fo Peak Hith. It is as
follows :—Meekatharra, 56 leases, com-
prising 750 acves ;: Eight-Mile, 10 leases,
130 acres ; Abbotts, four leases, 54
neres ; Nannine, 74 leases, 756 acres ;
Peak Hill, 40 leases, 337 acres ; total 184
leases, 2,027 acres. In addition, in the
Nannine district there are seven mineral
leases, comprising 193 aeres, and at
Peak Hill there are 11 miners’ homestead
leases comprising 1,840 aeres. These
fizures do not include prospecting areas,
lade elaims, alluvial elaims, or any of the
other varieties of eclaims whieh are only
registered loeally. At the present time
almost every prospector who goes out
there takes up prospecting areas as they
are cheaper and Dbetter in the early
stages of mining than gold mining leases.
Scores of men are doing that now, but
tliese leases are not ineluded in the Hgures
I have just given. The figures I have
quoled show that great dJdevelopment
work is going on in the distriet.  The
railway line would extend over a distance
of between 24 and 23 miles from Nannine.
Meckatharra itself covers an arvea of
about 10 snquare miles, and a great
deal has been done on some of the
properties which are down as deep as
230 feet. The whole distriet shows per-
haps greater promise than any other
mining eentre in Western Australia. One
property alone, the Ingliston Extended
Gold Mines Limited. has crushed 16,693
{ons, and ihere are several batteries
ereeted in the diztriet. A great deal of
machinery is being put up and on the
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road, while the lodes are tremendous, and
their width shows their permanence. As
there is no timber obtainable nearer than
the coast these properties eannot be
properly opened up. At the present
iime, in addition to bhaving to pay the
aordinary mining charges, it cosis a com-
pany £3 per sei for putting timber in
the levels, As it takes a set of timber
for every five feet, it costs £1 per fool
for timbering the drives alone.  This
shows the enormous expense mine ow-
ners are put fo in that district.  The
huge formations extend over greal dis-
tances and along the Ingliston Extended
line along the lode goes for a distance
of one and- a half miles, while the line
of leases extends over a distance of
three miles. At Nannine an experiment
has recently been made with producer
gas in ovrder to see whether the great
expense of firewood ean be obviaied.
The line if constructed would be a com-
mercial success from the start, and this
ean be cleavly proved if a return is com-
piled showing the quantity of stuff which
woes forward monthly to the mining dis-
trict in question. Had the companies
which opened up the properties there
some time agn been larger and the move-
ment for the line been pushed forward
earlier the probabilities are that a rail-
way would be constructed there to-day;
hut in my opinion it is umwise to ask for
a line to any centre unless it is absolutely
necessary. This line is now one of the
most important works that could pos-
sibly be undertaken; it would assist to
a very great extent the development of
the mines in that part of the State, and
owing to their excellence great ood
would result to the State as a whole.
Unfortunately the ground ai Meekatharra
is what we call ¥ rotten” and it takes a
forest of timber to mine properly there,
Without cheaper timber the probability
i5 that the mines will either have to be
closed down, or sold to foreign investors,
or worked on a system that will not al-
low proper development. To give an
idea of the cost of the carriage of ma-
chinery, ironmongery, stores, etceiera,
from the ecoast to Meekatharra, 1will
read a return from one mine in the dis-
trict, namely the Ingliston Extended Gold
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AMines Limiled, for the year ended June
30th, 1907. That wine oblained in
stores, machinery, ironmongery, eteetera,
351 tons. On this the railage cost
£1,064, while the cartage and forwarding
charges from Nannine to Meekatharra, a
distance of only 24 miles, totalled £933.
These figures show the large amount
of money that is practically thrown away
in cartage from the coast to Meeka-
tharra, and the major portion of which
would be saved if the railway were con-
structed. If the line were built the goods
would be -able to be landed at the mine
at a very slight inerease on the charge
for railage at the present time. It
costs a very large sum to get mining tim-
her from Geraldton and the neighbour-
hood.  The .company to which I have
referred some time ago obtained 74 sets
of morreld from Three-Springs, situated
on the Midland line. The invoice price
of the timber was £44 4s., the freight on
the same for railage to Nannine amounted
to £72, while the cartage and charges
from Nannine to the mine amounted to
£136: making a total railage and eartage
of £208, and the total cost of the timber
£252 4s.  The cartage and railage added
over 300 per cent, to the invoice cost of
the timber, and therefore it can easily
be understood how mining in that dis-
trict is  almost prohibitive. It is
altngether prohibitive in so far as the
gmall prospector is eoncerned, for it is
impossible for him to find the money
necessary for obtaining timber for his
property. To land oregon from the
nearest port (Geraldton) at Meekatharra
is also very expensive as 100 super. feet
cost Ts. 94d. in railage to Nannine, and
Gs. 5d. in earriage and charges, making
a total of 14s. 2d. added to the invoiced
price at Geraldton. To land jarrah costs
19s. per 100 super. feet in freight, cartage
eteetera. If timber could be seeured
cheaper there would be a great deal more
used on the mines. After heavy rain has
fallen in the district the roads are almost
impassable, and it has occurred on oc-
casions that as much as £3 per ton from
Nannine to Meekatharra has to be paid
in order to gel carters to take machinery,
calvanised iron, eteetera, to the Ingliston
Extended Gold Mines, where these sup-
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plies were being waited tor. 1f the line
were  gonstructed  from Nannine the
amonnt of saving would be immense. As
an instance of the exient of the saving,
it may be said that those 74 sets of
timber to which I referred, and which
cost £136 for the cartage would, if
the line were construeted, only cost from
£20 to £30; thus there would be a saving
in that one instance alone of aver £100,
To give an idea of the transport eharges,
I have had a return preparved by the In-
gliston Fxtended Gold Mines Limited,
showing the cost of machinery, stores,
timnber, eteetera, brought to the mine from
different places, from Janunary 1906 to
Mareh 1907, During that period of 15
maouths the average per month was 26.5
tons, or equal to 393 tons for the period,
and the cost of this, for rail and trans-
port charges, was £2,095. Ineluded in
the goods were old machinery from Aus-
tin, 142 tons 14 cwt, railage clarges,
£141 13s,, cartages £3GS; stores, eleetera,

“from Cue, 14 tons 17 ewt., railage charges

£16 18s,, cartages £38 7s. 6id.; stores from
Cleraldton, 87 tons 2 ewt., railage charges
£207, cartages £228 10s.; timber from
Three Springs and Geraldton, 65 tuns
i ewl,, rallage charges £130 12s. 6d,,
eartages £163 19s.; stores, etcetera from
Fremantle, 83 tons 14 cwt., railage eharges
£518 63 7d., cartages £221 2s,; showing
o total of 393 tons 13 cwt., railage charges
£1,074 10s. 1d., cartages £1,019 18s. Hd.

The transport charges on oregon and
jarrah I lhave already cquoted. It is ub-

solutely impossible for those iines to
work at the present cost of cartage of
timber. If the line is construeted the
charges for administration will be very
little more than they are at the present
time with the line terminating at Nan-
nineg, and the goods can be mn straight
through to Meekatharra, and thus time
and money he saved. With the construe-
tion of {he line all the mining properties
will be able to be properly developed, and
the output of gold will inerease consider-
ably, and thus help to build up the vield
whicl has fallen away so much of late
vears. To give an idea of the amount
of woods vequired in the district and
which would pass over the railways, T will
auote some folals given o me by people
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in the distriet. 1In the case of the Fenian
Gold Mine, during the past 12 months it
cost the company for freight and cartage
of stores the sum of £200 19s, 2d., and
this does not include firewood or mining
timber. It is estimaied that that Com-
pany alone would burn about 25 tons of
firewood a week and use about five tons
of mining timber per week. There are
other properties which are in about the
same position that would require from 135
to 20 tons of goods a week, Some of
the storekeepers estimate that they will
require a larger quantity of goods if the
railway is built, and that the rmilway line
would consequently derive a eonsiderable
amount of revenue in freights immediately
the rails arve available for use. To ar-
riving at estimates like this it wounld be
unwise to give figures from what the
people themselves say, but I think it
would be wige if the Government were to
obtain from the railway authorities at
Nannine an estimate of the goods likely
to pass over the proposed new line, The
Premier will doubtless be able to obtain
the exaef figures. If the line is con-
strueted the amount of mining timber and
firewood, mining stores, machinery,
eteetera, that wounld go forward to Meeka-
tharra will be considerable, and 2 great
advance even on the quantity that is now
beinz obtmined for the district. One
storekeeper alone at Meekatharra pives
an estimate of ihe amount of goods that

he would be likely to require and
which would pass over the rail-
way. He states that during a period

of six weeks he obtained 61 tons S
ewt. of goods for his store alone.
Others receive 10 tons a week, some re-
ceive eight, others five tons, besides which
there are a number of mines getting sup-
plies sent forward, so that the total is
congiderablé. If this railway were con-
strueted, the whole of the stores for
Abbotts and Peak Hill, instead of he-
ing landed at Nannine as af present,
wonld be carried to Meekatharra, effect-
ing a considerable saving in cost to con-
signees at both those places. The mining
properties at Meekatharra are at the pre-
sent time looking hetter than in any other
part of the State. It is unnecessary for

47)
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me to go into that phase of the guestion,
for we have only to turtt to Mr. Mont-
gomery’s report for last year to get an
idea of how the mines there are looking.
The best eriferion of the stability of
those wmines is to be found in the actual
wold returns for the past few years, and
these show thal the yield in that distriet
has been increasing [ may say almost
100 per cent. higher year by year than
a few vears ago, and is still increasing.
Of the mines that have crushed stone at
the State battery, not one is idle at the
present time, a reecord unequalled by any
mining distriet in any other part of the
State, in none of which can it be shown
that every -property taken up and which
has crushed stone at the battery is being
worked now, The length of the lode is
about thrce miles, and the gold-bearing
aren extends over ten square miles, with
wood prospects throughout the whole of
that area. Returns from properties at
the 8-Mile have been splendid, and the
properties in that cenire {eighi miles
from Meekatharra) are opening particu-
larly well. Only to-day I received word
from one lease at the 8-Mile that the
reef is 14 feet wide, and is estimated to
erush 17dwts. to the ton, a trinl erushing
having returned that average. I have been
down most of those properties myself,
and have always heen impressed with
the possibilities of the distriet. Mining
experts and other visitors to that part
of the State have formed favourable
opinions of the field. The bhest criterion
of the opinion of the prospectors them-
selves ns to the prospeets of the distiiet
it to he found in the fact that they re-
fuse to sell, only one property to date
having changed hands and been floated
inte a eompany in the Meekatharra dis-
trict. In one instance £30,000 was re-
fused by the prospectors for their prop-
erty ; and when we find this position we
should give every encouragement possible,
because the more properties held loeally
the better for the mining industry and
the better for the people of the State.
To win the gold and keep it within the
State is hetter than to send away
£2.000.000 in dividends every year to
speculators in foreign countries.  The
prospects of Meekatharra are hrighter
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perhaps than those of any other centre ;
but we have not only to depend on
Meekatharra—both the 8-Mile and the
4-Mile are opening up well. The dis-
covery at 4-Mile is only recent, but the
prospects are excellent. Again, this line
wounld  benefit
turned a considerable yield of gold),
Peak Hill, Mount Fraser, Mount Pleas-
ant and other places, which are being
worked at the present time, but not in
the way they should be. There is ample
scope for development in that part of
the State providing facilities are given
for obtaining stores, mining timber, ete.,
and for public crushing. T do not
intend fo touch upon the question of the
pastoral areas, though extensive areas are
held by pasteralists in that part of the
country, and the line would benefit many

of these.  The present population of
Meekatharra 15 about 750 ; Peak Hill
ahout 450 ; Abbotts and the other

places to be served about 200. Thus the
population to he served by this line is
about 1,500 ; and I am safe in saving
that there would be a great influx of
population if that railway were built,

as there are many small mining
areas at present undeveloped which
eould then be taken up.  The high

cost of “transporting mining timber at
present prevents the proper opening up
of a number of mines. A phase of the
question that has to be remembered is that
nnless mining timbher can be readily obh-
tained it is an impossibility to work mines
as they should be worked. No later than
twn weeks aro two men were crusied to
death by a fall of earth in a mine in that
distriet ; and unless facilities are given
for getting suitable mining timber on the
mines we must look forward to farther
accidents of thies character «in ihat part
of the State. Then there is another point
of view. TIf propertiez are opened up
i such a way as to allow the earth to
give wav at the start there is afterwards
considerable diffienlty  in  keeping the
mines open. I have known mines at
which the old workings have had fo be
abandoned from this cavnse. and fresh
shafts sunk and drives put in hecause
of lack of precauntion in the matter of
timberinz in their early stages. T have
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dealt with the question of the eosi of
working this railway, and shown that the
extension of the line to Meekatharra
wauld not invelve mueh additional cost ;
in faet, it might be found possible to
work with the same staff and at practic-
ally the same or little more expense, while
the line wonld yield a good return from
the laying of the rails, which is a con-
sideration. TFrom Nannine to Meeka-
tharra  the distunce is about 23 miles,
over level eountry and withont engineer-
ing difienlties.  The gueatest expense
would probably be tie transport of
sleepers and rails. From Meekatharra
to Abbotts is another 25 miles. The
cost of cartage from Naunine to Meeka-
tharra is over £2 per ton ; and if the
railway were construeted there would be
a saving to consighees of at least £2 a
ton to Meekatharra, a similar ameunt to
Abbotts and £3 per ton to Peak Hill
From Nannine to Peak Hill by the pre-
sent road is about 125 miles, but wia the
telegraph line, the direet route, it is only
90 or 91 miles.

The Premier : 92 miles from Mecka-
tharra ; and there would be 25 miles off
that ?

Mr. HOLMAN : Yes; leaving about
70 miles if a direet road iz cut through
to Peak Hill, and I helieve steps are
now be taken in that direction. It
would save over £3 per ton in the pre-
sent rate for cartage to Peak Hill, which
amounts to from £7 to £9 per ton, a very
heavy charge. And if the 25 miles of
line were constructed and a direct road
through obtained, it would save about
50 miles in the cartage of stores, machi-
nery and so forth to Peak Hill, which
would mean a large saving in time and
money to consignees, who now have to
pay for cartage over 125 miles as against
75 if the line were huilt. Those members
who have been in the back country will
regognise what a saving of 50 miles in
haulage means. Peak Hill, it is true,
has been under a cloud for the past two
vears ; but T am pleased to say that its
prospects are brighter just now than they
have been for years, and I confidently
anficipate a large inerease in the gold
returns from that centre. The mulga
and gums growing in that part of the
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country are entirely unsuited for mining
timber. Yhere they have been used in
niines if has been found that they will
not held the ground at all. This timber
under strain snaps like a carrot ; and
many accidents have occurred, proving
that the use of mulga as a mining tim-
ber is not safe. The whole of the mining
timber from that part of the State will
have to be brought from around Mullewa
or from Three Springs, whenee it is now
obtained. At Meekatharrta and the
8-Aile the lades are tremendouns, but
the ground is rotten aund requires con-
siderable timbering. At the present time
eight and nine-inch timber costs from
Is 44, to 25, per foot landed cn the
mine ; hence memhers will see the im-
possibility of prospectors being in a posi-
tion to lay out sufficient money for tim-
hering. This line if constructed would
give prespectors an opportunity of re-

taining  their  properties, and we
would  have  loeally-owned mines.
This work is absolutely wurgent; the
line should be eonstruected at once.

When we know the total gold vield has
of recent years been deecreasing year by
vear, until there is a prospect of the
yield for 1907 being less by two million
pounds value than for 1903, we must take
the position into consideration and see
whether we cun, by throwing out lines
of railway such as this, encourage people
to open up their properties. I think
the Minister for Mines will agree with
me that no centre has progressed more
than Meekatharra during the past few
years. In all probability, having been
there on several occasions, he will be
able to give members usefnl information.
I bhelieve that if he had his way he would
push forward this important work. I
need not delay the House farther, because
the Premier has promised that inquiry
will he made, and I anticipate he will
secure such information as will enable
him to give a definite reply, if not to-
night, in the near future. In my opinion
we should in the interests of the mining
and every other industry encourage the
development of that part of the country
by construeting a railway to Meeka-
tharra, and if possible the work should
be put in hand this year. I commend
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the motion to the House and hope the
Government will do all possible to assist
the prospeetors who are opening up that
country to retain their properties, and
that cannot be done unless this line be
built. 1 refer members to the total
gold returns published in to-day’s papers
as showing that year by year the State
yvield has decreased; and I wonid like
to see something done to assist this part
of the State, whieh to my mind is best
able to keep the gold yield buovant.

On molion hy the Premier, debate ad-
jowrned.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.’
At 7.30, Chair resumed. .

MESSAGE—STATE TRADING
COUNTS BILL,
Message from the Governor received
and read, recominending that appropria-
tion be made in connection with the State
Trading Accounts Bill.

AC-

HANSARD REPORTS, HOW DIS-
TRIBUTED.

Mr. T. WALKER
moved—

That in the opinion of this House the
limitation of the distribution of Hamsard
by the Printing Commitiee is undesirable,
He said: I move this motion principally
because from all parts T and other mem-
bers of the House, to my knowledge, have
received letters from their constituents
complaining of the way in which they
have been served hy the Printing Com-
mittee. Tnstitutions that have been in
receipt of their Hansard for a number
of vears and have looked upon them as
one of the privileges of living in an en-
lightened country have suddenly, with-
out any notice, heen deprived of their
customary pleasure and their customary
instruetion, and all I helieve on the score
of economy. T believe it has been con-
sidered a very extravagant thing to send
Hansard to certain bodies hitherio accus-
tomed to receive them. I am making
my protest to-night against that course
being pursued, even on the score of

(IKanowna)
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eccomy, on the ground that more in-
jury is done in this way than any com-
pensating benefit there may be in the way
of saving a few shillings in the printing
of a few extra Hanserds. There has
been an admission of the right te dis-
tribute Hansard, or the wisdom I should
say of distributing Hansard in retaining
on the free list a number of institutions.
For instance, I notice that a vast nomber
of the agricultural bodies still receive a
free Hansard every time it is issued.

The Premier: Free?

Mr. WALKER : Free, I understand.
I have a copy here, which I have re-
quested from the Clerk, of the list as it
was and as it has been revised. There
have been quite a number of subseribers
or rather recipients of Hansard hitherto,
crossed off; no longer a copy of Han-
sard is sent to the Aborigines Depart-
ment ; no longer is one sent to the Public
Service Comissioner ; and we find even
the Weld Club, formerly in receipt of a
free copy, no longer gets one; L say quile
right there, they ecan afford it. Professor
Stephen Bauer, Director of International
Labour in Switzerland, has been eut off
the list; the Western Mail has been cnt
off the list, but the Deaily News gets one;
the Morning Herald and the West us-
tralian get one still, also the Attorney
General. I notice that all the agrieul-
tural*halis, and 1 presume fhat means the
agrienltural societies, get copies. The
agrienltural halls of Newtown and Narro-
gin, they are public bodies I know, are
retained on the list. I need not go
through the list, but there are many
bodies who receive Hansard—Meckering,
Mundijong, Blackwood, Jarrabdale, Jan-
dakot, Harvey, Grass Valley, Goose-
berry Hill, and Coogee, all get their Han-
sard. What looks rather conspienous is
that every hody or association of men
that has the slightest tinge of labour or-
ganisation ahout it no longer receives a
free copy of Hansard. I do not know of
any centre of greater intellectual activity
of its character than the Trades and
Labour Council of Kalgoorlie; it is a
hody that ecomprises practically through
its representatives the whole Ilabour or-
ganisations of that ecity, and whilst I
admit they have a mechanies’ institute
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and other sources of daily information
about current publie topies and general
literature of the hour, yet no body is
more keenly alive to public activity than
the Trades and Labour Council of Kal-
goorlie. They are in touch with every
political movement, they are in touch
with every industrial movement, and with
what concerns labour in all its multi-
favious aspects; to them a eorrect report
of the proceedings of and the dealings
and doings in this House is of the utmost
importance; it is a neeessary item of
their existence; their work would be in
the dark without some knowledge of what
was done here; vet that body is not
thought worthy a copy of Hansard. In
my electorate, in the chief town, Kanowna
itself, there 1s a branch of the Amalga-
mated Federal Miners' Union, and it is
in that union where prospectors, mine
workers and workers generally, meet and
discuss the questions of the hour. To
them a copy of Hansard is alinost inesti-
mable in its value. They require it for
hasing their conduct and the shaping of
thenr laws and movements, their agita-
tions, their petitions and requests, et
cetera, upon what is done and what is
reported as being done here. It is a
live aetive political body as well as an
industrial association, but it has no eopy
of Hansard. A local hall or a local
body of agriculturists in Coogee ecan get
a copy, but we cannot get a copy in this
organisation at Kanowna. And in
other towns and other ecentres in my
electorate the same complaint exists, and
it is not only in my electorate hut I can
go farther afield to the most distant
electorates represented in this House
where workers are coneerned, where there
are a number of men in the far oufposts
of this great State, earning their liveli-
hood by toil, where they can meet to-
gether, there, depend upon it, they are
discussing the progress that this. State
is making, basing their opinions and dis-
cussions on what is reported as having
taken place in the House. Yet from the
farthest outposts down to our nearest
centres wheve there are bodies that have
the slighest political tinge of that cha-
racter, thex are deprived of their
Hansard.
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The Treasurer: Have they not a me-
chanies’ institute in their electorate?

Mr. WALKER: BSuppose they have,
noi evervone is a memhber of the me-
chanies’ mstitute. There is too much,
T am bound to say, in most of these in-
stitutions, foo mueh altogether of the
class. It is not of these bodies that I
am speaking, but of where the more in-
telleetual spirits of the workers congre-
gate together; it is there where they
have a sort of freedom not only in read-
ing, but then and there debating. I
consider the educational value of this is
not to he under-estimated. 1 care nof
what is thought by people in the State
of -the activity and progress in indus-
trial, social and other politieal acts. I
do not care what is thought of these.
There is no feature to my mind, no more
promising feature of the future of the
State than that the working people, the
voung men and the old men together, are
discussing the welfare of the State from
their own standpoint on information fur-
nished to them from the varions Parlia-
ments of Australasia. I look on that as
a great safeguard of the future of the
State. Far more, you find amongst
those who have done a hard day’s toil
at their tasks, those who in the evening
meet their comrades and discuss the most
impartant problems of the day and throw
an intellectual light on them, and by re-
solutions and public meetings guide the
very sentiments of the House. Where
thai ean take place we have no leafers
in our ecountry, hut we have zealous
energetic people whom the fatigzue of
the day does not exhaust ; who yef have
iniellectual vigour enough left to par-
Heipate in the discussions and contro-
versies that are aimed at the welfare of
the State. T look on that as a healthy
sign, and T look on it as a very selfish
miserable step to deprive them of the
means of this discussion, more par-
ticularly when I econtrast what has heen
done by the Federal Parliament in this
respect. That distant Parliament does
noi  hegridge a few Hansards to this
Siate. If T am correctly mformed
every individeal member both of the
Senate and of the House of Re-
presentatives i allowed a dozen ecopies
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of Hansard tn send to the institutions
the bodies and to the individuals that
he pleases. But here how do we
really advertise publiely our position?
I admit we go to an enormous expense,
as is our duty, to publish the proceedings
of this House ; yet we pretend we are
too poor to provide copies of Hansard for
the hodies hitherto receiving them. I can-
not think of anything that will make us
look meaner as a State. It is most un-
dignified to tell hodies of working people
that because the State is too poor they
cannot any longer have copies of Fan-
sard. [Mr. Stene: Poverty is an awful
erime.]  No; but the admission of
poverty is sometbues most lumiliating
and disgraceful. If we are to have
economy, let us have it in some guarters
where it will not involve an element of
meanness, where it will not be conspien-
ous. At all events, let us not appear to
be putting out the lights of Parliament
and making the House sit in darkness in
the name of economy. T we publish
Hansard at all, let it reach the farthest
possible centre in the State. If there is
one thing in the world that ought to be
free to everybody, it is Hansard. It is
not nierely for the preservation of indi-
vidual members’ speeches that Hansard
exists; it is to inform every elector, as
he has a right to be informed, of what is
transpiring in this House. It is for this
very reason that some States have made
contraets with the daily papers to publish
a Honsard report of parliamentary pro-
ceedings, so that it may be laid every
morning on each hreakfast table. Such
States have recognised their duty. There
should be no ignorvance of what happens
in Parliament. And while T have nothing
to say in this respect about the publicity
given generally by the Press in this
State, we must all admit that the Press
reports are imperfect. Sometimes they
seem to me to be partial; sometimes they
have a semblance of colouring; they do
not always zive a fair reflex of what
happens in the House; and the only way
in which the workers and citizens gener-
ally can gain a correct notion of what
takes place in the House is by the pernsal
of Hawsard. We have curtailed the

Hansard issue—and why? On the score
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of expeuse.
State has little to complain of. Last
session when in Committee on the Esti-
mates, I drew attention to the low cost of
the publication of our Hanrsard report
as eompared with the ecost in the other
States and for the Commonwealth itself.
It may be interesting to read what I
said;— .

“In answer to the statement that
there was an exorbitant expenditure on
Hansard, and in justice to the Hansard
staff, and in order to draw the atien-
tion of the Government to the necessity
to inerease the staff and its pay rather
than have any reduction, he (M.
Walker) desived to compare the pay-
ments made to the Hansard staff in
Western Australia with the payments
in other States and by the Common-
wealth, Members wonld then have an
appreciation of the work performed by
Hansard, not only in connection with
the reporting of speeches, but also in
connection with seleet commiittees and
other work connected with the proper
carrying out of the reportorial services
in hoth Houses. In the Commonwealth
Parliament there were ten reporters,
the Chief Reporter at £700 per annum,
a second reporter at £600, and eight
reporters at £300, the total cost of
salaries for the reporting staff of the
Commonwealth being £4,000 a year.
In New South Wales, where the speak-
ing was about what it was in this
Honse, the Chief Reporter was paid
£8065, the seecond reporter £675, three
reporters £533, two reporters £457,
and three reporters £438, Those re-
porters also reported select committees.
That brought up the sularies of the
New South Wales Hansard staff to
£3.613. THere we voted £1,850. In
Vieloria there were six reporters, the
Chief Reporter vreceiving £600, the
gecond reporter £525, one reporter
£460, three rveporters £430; and they
did not perform the work of reporting
select  committees. Therefore extra
mouey had to be expended in Vietoria
on a special staff for reporting seleet
sommittess. For this work there was
a Government Shorthand Writer at
£610, an assistant at £600, also a clerk
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and assistant shorthand writer at £485,
and a elerk at £210.”
So also in Queensland.

“In New Zealand the Hawsaurd re-
porters did not report the seleet com-
mittees, which was an extreme tax on
the energies of the reporters. Tn addi-
iion there were iwo commitiee reporters
in New Zealand at £300."°

Moreover, there were special allowaneces
in New Zealand. So that in every State
in the Commouwealth, and for the Com-
monwealtth Parliament itself, the cost of
the Hawsard stafi is vastly in excess of
the cost in this State. Ours is absolutely
the cheapest; and while we are paying
these low salaries—[Mr. Taylor : For
long bours]—oeeasionally for long hours
—while we- are working with a low-
salaried staff, a weak and undermanned
staff, putting more work upon them than
is justified by the salaries, getting men of
training and education for a miserahle
remuneration, considering what similar
workers are paid in other States, we are
told that we eannot afford to print a few
extra copies of Hansard. [et members
rcad the free list £arnished to me; notice
the number sbruck off, and ecalenlate the
saving. Why, it is not more than a few
shillings.  Practically the only extra
charae ecan be a few shillings for postace.
To cease supplving these Hansards is
miserable cheeseparing. It is the initial
cost that ecounts. Once we have paid our
reporters and our printer, set up the
matter in form and put it on the machine,
the work of printing Hansard is practi-
cally finished. [3r. Gordon: There are
postages.] I say there may be a few
extra shillings for postage; but is the
Btate to lose its magnanimity and to
cease to he just in order to save a few
postage stamps 2 Can we no longer
afford a few postage stamps to punblie
bodies? Let any member take this list
and caleulate the cost of supplying the
Hensards that have been cut off, and he
will see how paltry is the saving. It is
not worth while to earn the stigma of
meanness and poverty for the sake of so
small a sum. T think we make ocurselves
look ridiculous when we deprive cirizens
of their accustomred supply of intelleetual
diet—T do not say that satirieaily—when
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we deprive them of their privilege of
reading of what is being done in this
House.  Undoubtedly the very fact of
kegping from them copies of Hansard

may have in some quariers the appear-
" ance of depriving the working people in
this State of a knowledee of what bap-
pens in Parliament; and from the earli-
est days of constitutional Parliaments it
has been their privilege, taking the ex-
ample of Great Britain itself, to publish
their proceedings to the world. It is the
right. the prerogalive, the privilege of
Parliament to provide for the publieation
of what transpires therein, and Hansard
is the official publication of parliament-
ary proeeedings. 1f T were to suggest
any alteration af all, it would be to make
Hansard entirely free to everyone who
wants it. Every citizen should be able,
without any eost te him, to have access to
the official report of the transactions of
this Parliament. But to deprive of their
copies those societies, those congregations
of men who look on the reading and the
discnssion of Hansard as part of the
business they transact, or of their official
constitution, necessary to them for their
guidance, to shape their conduct and fto
keep abreast with the times, is inexeus-
able.

Mr. Gordon: The daily papers furnish
reports for nothing.

Mr. WALKER: The daily papers do
not go everywhere in the back-blocks, and
are not published for nothing. More-
over, let me tell the hon. member that in
the out-back mining districts the people
will not quote a passage from the morn-
ing papers or from any Perth paper, and
say, “ There is a faithful report of what
so-and-so said, or of what was done”
They insist on going to the original
source; they are not willing to be guided
by the editors or the reporters of news-
papers; they want to see for themselves
what their member or other members
said, or what happened; and we cannot
hlame then:
libraries, from pnbllc meetings, from
oiher preat assemblages of people, from
large colleciions of books; they have to
get what information they can from such
literature as is available. They look on
Hansard as a standard report of the
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legislative progress of the State ; they
find in Hansard what they have to antiei-
pate, what burdens are to be lifted from
them or to be placed upon them. They
treasure this as highly as they treasure
any other published document. No doen-
ment that could come into their hands is
more welcome. T bave personally seen
men in small gatherings take this report
and read it out to their fellows speech by
speech ; I have seen them listening
patiently to the reader, and bave after-
wards heard them ealmly discuss every

. speech in seguence.

Mr. Gordon: That accounts for
high death rvate in the back-blocks.

Mr. WALKER : 1t is the healthiest
part of Australia. Nothing can live so
long as the old prospector. He is sound-
est in limb, soundest in mind, in every
way a pattern and example; and if I
wished to reform certain members of the
House T should sentence them to twelve
months in a prospector’s camp. If I
wished to elevate their characters, to make
men of them, I should send them to live
with prospectors. The truth is, notbing
whatever worth saving is saved by this
mean policy, and I cannot understand
what influenced the Printing Commiitee,
unless it was one of those fits that goes
about, that is as eatehing as measles,
when onee a cry is raised for economy.
Every petty body in the State has been
talking of economy, forgetting that what
sometimes appears to be economy may be
not only mean but anything rather than
economical. Whatever decreases the in-
tellectual vigour of the community is not
economy. Keep the people in ignorance,
deprive them of their sopply of litera-
ture, bar them off intellectually from the
rest of the world, and you make of them
worse men, less eapable, less energetic in
body and mind. And though it may
seem a small thing to deprive the out-
back man of this journal, the deprivation
may have that effect. I do not say the
effect will be disastrous; but every step
towards 1t is an injury' and if we stop
such influences in their beginning, we
stop leakages before they become tor-
rents; and that is what I wish to do in
this instance. I am not moving this
merely on my own initiative; for as I

the
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said, I have received letter after letter,
and I do not snppose there are any mem-
bers representing far-back constituencies
who have not received shmilar letters from
all the largest centres of their electorates;
and therefore we speak for these people,
who feel they have been deprived of
something they valued highly and which
they obtained previously to this step on
the part of the committee. I cannot see
how the saving of a few paltry shillings
will justify the limitation of the ¢ireula-
tion of Hansard on principles hitherto in
foree in this State. There may he dis-
criminating judgment exercised wisely, as
m the rvefusing to send Hansard to the
Weld Club—although I admit they have
as much need there of pelitical know-
ledge as anywhere else in the country.
[3r. Butcher: They have as muech right
to get it there as anywhere else.] Yes,
but there is not the same justification as
in the ease of the bodies in the out-back
zoldlields. Where people have access to
Hansard easily T would not plead for
them; but there is very little literature
in those out-baek cenires and very little
to Furnish material for mental exercise.
1t is there where Hansard, coming in
their midst, is looked upon not only as a
necessity but also as a species of luxury
which they highly prize. To deprive
them of that happiness on the seore of
economy is mean and, I was going fo say
without desiring to be vulgar, contemp-
tible,. I cannot see the wisdom of it
There is not mueh saved by it and there
is harm done. ITow mueh is saved by
it ?  [The Treasurer : Anyone can get
Hansard for 10s. 64.] Why should they
pay that sum when they previously got
it for nothing? Why compel these small
badies of men to pay? You give copies
to the mechamies’ institutes, where they
have a chanee of raising money by mem-
bership for the purchase of documents,
books, and magazines; vyon pgive it to
them for the reason that it might he read
by the members in order to encourage the
stndy of political matters; becanse, in
short, it is a stimulus to the intellectual
activities of the place. That is why it
is sent there, and if it is sent there on
those principles its value is equally evi-
dent when it 18 sent to those bodies I
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have mentioned. such as the winers’ uninn
at Kanowna, 1 gnorantee to say there is
more controversy, more ribhing together
of minds, more comradeship in thought,
in & union of that kind than in a mecha-
nies’ iostitute. You go inte a reom in 2
mechanies’ institute and you will find that
one man gets hold of Hunsard, sits down
and reads it, perhaps monopolises it for
the whole night, and if he likes a page
very much he tears it out and runs away
with it in his pocket. ‘At least that is
done w some of the institates, bt not
those on the goldfields. In a mechanies’
institute n mman has to sit quietly and read
Hlansard while others are reading other
papers and documents.” In the organisa-
tions sueh ns 1 have meniloned, at night
when the comorades and the mates meet
together a copy of HMHansard is opened,
the speeches are read, they ave analysed,
diseussed, approved or condemmned, by
those workers. It is o stimuolus to more
than one mind, it is food for morve than
ane intellect; and T. venture to say if
any hon. member—even one silting on the
Ministerial benches—were present at one
of those meetings, where the great things
of State were being diseussed by the
working ‘miners, he would learm some-
thing, and something to his advantage.
They are not the ignorawuses generally
thought, but men who bring mature
brains -to bear on the questions; men of
the world who have travelled, who have
aained opinions from more than one
State, and who. delight to bring their
knowledge into eomparison with what is
uttered in this House. [Mr. Gordon:
Why do not they bring it to Parliament?]
They do that by sending their repre-
sentatives here’ and they are quite satis-
fied with them too; that shows their good
judgment. To leave all badinage aside,
is it not just that these men should
reasonably expect to be informed of
what is going on here? Tf every man
can get Hansard for 10s. why compel
those institutions hitherto receiving it
free, now for the first time to pay for
it? Why not do to others what is being
done to them; make every institution pay
for Hansard? Why should the agrieul-
tural halls at Kojonup, Jandaket and
nther places get their eopies free? T
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have ne ohjection to their gelling them
free and I amn glad that these people are
considered:  but if they do get them for
nothing, why not the miners’ unions of
Kanowna, Leonora, Mt. Magnet and Mt.
Margaret? There is no justice, reason,
or fair play in the diserimination. It is
merely a matter of judgment or choice,
which may err. If the prineciple is uni-
form, if you send Hansard to the agri-
eultural halls, to the miners’ and mecha-
nices’ institutes, send it also to the bodies
wiw bave hitherto been in receipt of
copies. Many complaints have heen re-
ceived by me and 1 desire to enter my
protest on the matter and ask the House
to say “ We are liberal enough to be just
in the distribution of Mansard,” and te
approve of the resolution.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murehison): I
second the motion.

Mr. A, J. WILSON (Forrest) : Having
regard to notice of motion No. 20 on the
Notice Paper, I move the adjournment
of the dehate.

Debate adjouwrned.

MOTION—HEITMANN-LANDER
INQUIRY.
Debate as to the Finding.

Mr. E. E. HEITMAXNN
moved— .

That in the opinion of this House the
reporl of Commissioner Waller on the
Heitmana-Lander Inguiry 1s inconsistent
with the evidence.

(Cue)

He said: In moving this motion 1 am
actuated by a desire to give to members
of this House and to the public, more
expecially to the public of the goldfelds
vf Western Australia, a true statement,
or at all events a true statement as it
appears to me, of this case. which has
been hefore the public for some con-
siderable time. In doing so, I may
be permitted to go hack to the time when
1 first made these charges. My reason
for making the charges was that from
time to time, ever since I have been a
member of this Chamber, and in fact
previously to that date. T have received
complaints not only from one party, not

only from one part of the dlurchison.
but also from many people and from
different parts of the Murchison, about
the administration of this particular in-
spector of mines, Mr. Lander. I desire
too to emphasise this, that it has been
by no means a matter of personal feeling
with me. No personal spleen has actu-
ated me in making these charges. In
1904, the first year 1 entered this Parlia-
ment, 1 complained that this inspector
was nof, according to oy idea, and in the
opinion of many people on the Murchi-
gon, doing his duty. In 1905 I again
called the attention of this House to the
matter and in 1906 T vepeated the com-
plaints. I do not think anyone ean
aceuse me of heing actuated by personal
feelings or spleen in this watier. Had
I desired to take an underhand course in
aecusing this man or laying charges
against him, I certainly should net have
come to this Chamber to do it. 1 have
known several cases where men placed
in similar positions to myself have, in-
stend of coming before the publie or
before this Chamber to ventilate their
grievances, gone by a hack way to the
Minister's office. 1 had no desire to do
that, but rather to bring the matter be-
fore the public and the House. After I
had made charges several times, and simi-
lar eharges had been made by other
persons, without any notice being taken
of them. I was determined to force the
hand of the Minister in charge of the
Mines Department by making statements
from the public platforms. T did that
and challenged the Minister to refute my
statements, with the result that shorily
afterwards a commission was appointed
to inquire into the charges. Since the
report of the commissioner, I have sue-
wested more than once that I did not get
fair play throughout the inguiry. To
back up wy statement T desired to go
through the file dealing with the appoint-
ment of the eommissioner as well as the
appointment of the previous commis-
sioner which was subsequently cancelled.
T am well aware that there is little in this
file at all events whieh will go to show
that any undue influence has been brought
in bear upon the Minister or upon others
in charge which would indicate that any
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endeavour has been made to defeat me;
but at the same tume there is correspond-
ence here which puzzles me and gives me
reason to think I was not far wrong
when I declared that I did not get fair
play. Tirst of all, after making my
charges, the watter was ventilated to
some extent by the Minister through the
Press, and he declared there was no
foundation in the charges. A little later
on he altered that opinion and' deeclared
that the charges were altogether toe
serions to be allowed to go by the board.
I notice by the file that, after the appear-
ance of a cutting from the newspaper of
iny speech, there is a telegram from the
mspector of mines at Cue to the State
Mining Engineer, Perth, in which he
states, “ Letter posted yon; aceusations
of Heitmann libellous and would like
fullest investigation be made. Inspector
Lander.,” After this wire from the in-
spector there are several minutes from
the State Mining Engineer and from the
Minister for Mines himself. In these
minutes there are some decided untruths.
In one minnte it states that Heitmann
had on more than one oceasion made
charges against this inspector. Weli, this
was quite true, but it states that T on one
oceasion made charges against the in-
spector and the Fingal mine of doing
work i a certain way. He was not satis-
fied with that, but went out of his way
to say, “FHeitmann publicly apologised
to the mining company, and promised to
do the same before Parliament.” That
is nbselotely untrue. Tt is in a minute
by the State Mining Engineer, and the
Minister also carries the responsibility of
it, for he repeats it. But it is absolutely
untrue. I at no time promised to apolo-
gise to the manager of the Great Fingal
Company, nor did I apologize. Later on
we find a letter in the file from Mr.
Lander, and T place considerable import-
ance on it. The date is February 5th;
three or four days after my charges were
made. It says:—

“ Re speech by Heitmann, M.L.A.,
at Miller’s Hall, Day Dawn, on Febru-
ary 1st, 1907.—Attached please find
two clippings from the Murchison
Times of 5th February, 1907, in which
there are distinct charges made against
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my administration of the Mines Regu-
lation Aet in this distriet. It is stated
by Mr. Heitmann, M.L.A.—first, that
I had not sent in true statements re-
lating to accidents to the hon. ihe
Minister; second, that on one oceasion
I went to the Cue hospital in company
with the representative of the Great
Fingal mine and took statements from
an injured man, and was only too
ready to put words into his mouth,
which were used against him when he
sued the eompany for compensation.
These statements have so affected the
public mind that the editor of the
above paper has written a leading
article on the matter. These charges
are positively untrue. As regards the
first charge, I have never knowingly
misled the hon. the Minister, neither
have I altered in any way a statement
made by an injured man. The signed
originals are at my office and can be
compared at any time. I never took
a second person to the hospital, ex-
cepting one to aet as an interpreter in
the ease of Ttaliang”
I wani to draw special attention to this
statement by the inspector. He declares
emphatieally that he had never taken the
vepresentative of the company, or any
other man, with him when he went to
take a statement, except an interpreter
when taking a statement from an injured
Italian. TLater I will refer again to this,
for the commissioner in his rveport shows
that I produced evidence proving that on
two gcensions at all events—I could men-
tion more—the inspector of mines was
accompanied by representatives of the
company. I will also give later the in-
spector’s version of how he happened to
be aceompanied by those gentlemen. The
inspector having emphatically declared a
certain thing, I will show by reading
portion of this letter what value ean be
placed on Mr. Lander’s sfatements in his
dealings with truth. T have here a minute
hy the Under Secretary for Mines, in
which he says he considers it necessary
to recommend the appointment’ of War-
den Troy, and he goes out of his way to
pive that officer what I consider to be a
splendid testimonial. He says that War-
den Troy being unconnected with the
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department, he feels sure it would be
satisfactory for him to sit as commis-
sioner, and that the verdiet would carry
weight and be satisfactory to all comn-
cerned. The Minister also minutes on
this, concurring with the minute by the
TUnder Secretary for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: Did you say
“unconnected with the department’’3

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes. I will read
the Under Secretary’s minute to the
Minister :—

#1 think the rnost satisfactory way
to arrive at the truth in this matter
would be to appoint Warden Troy as
a Royal Commissioner. He is uncon-
nected with the branch, and his verdict
would carry weight.”

Beneath this there is a minute by the
Minister to the Premier:—

“ Please, approve the appointment
of Mr. Warden Troy as a Royal Com-
missioner io investigate the charges of
biased and improper actions made
by Mr. Heitmann, M.I.A., against a
local inspector of mines at Cue. Tt
iz felt that a mere departmental in-
quiry will not elear the case, and a
Royal Commission will give us full
powers to insist upon witnesses being
present and giving evidence, and the
cost will be no greater than a depart-
mental inquiry, whereas the result by
a Commissioner will be more satisfac-
torv.”

Theze recommendations were not made
within a few hours of the making of my
charees ; not made on he spur of the
nmoment. [Mr. ZTaylor : When were
they made 7] Some five or six days
afterwards. The recommendation came
first from the TUnder Secretary, bui
doubtless his attention was called to he
matter by an officer under him ; then
it was passed on to the Minister, from
the Minister to the Premier, and I sup-
poze Cahinet also @ealt with it—in faet
I know they did. Surely during this
time the Minister, or the powers that be
in the persons of those officers who had
charge of this matter, had ample iime to
arrive at an opinion as to whether War-
den Troy was or was not a smitable man
to adjudicate on this matter. On the
18ih Febrnary I find there is a letter

from the manager of the Qcean Accident
and Guarantee Corporation, Perth. I
can quite understand this manager for
the company drawing attention to
the fact that certain cases were pend-
ing before the court, in which he
was interested. He thought, as did
the inspector of mines and many
others in Cue, that my charges rested
only on those cases then before the
eourt. But I eannot understand why the
manager of a corporation such as this
should go out of his way to give the
Minister a testimonial to the discretion
of the inspector of mines, whose duties
are to administer the Mining A¢t. After
drawing attention to the faet that these
cases were before -the court, the letter
goes on to say :—

“In the second case, that of Brown,
the mines inspector was called, and
virtually eonfirmed the evidence taken
by him at his inquiry as required un-
der the Mines Regulation Aef, and
also confirmed the statement made by
Brown, which statement was taken at
the hospital, that it was a pure acei-
dent. Under severe cross-examination
by the plaintiff’s ¢ounsel, Mr. Lander
rave evidence to the effeet that in all
cases it was his invariable custom, be-
fore examining an injured man and
ohtaining evidence from him whilst in
the hospital, to obtain his doctor’s or
the matron of the hospital’s permission
to see him in reference to the accident.
As a mafter of fact, in Brown’s case
we understand Mr. Lander was ae-
companied by his clerk, who took a
longhand note of the evidence given
whilst Mr. Brown was being questioned
by Lander, no one else being present
at the time.”

If T desired to go so far as to impute
motives for this letter, I think I should
be justified in doing so. And we know,
these insurance companies really take up-
on themselves the responsibility of the
mining eompanies under the Workmen’s
Compensation Act ; and it is veally these
ruarantee insurance companies who are
the defendants when a miner sues for
compensation. Therefore why this eom-
pany should go out of its way to zive a
testimonial to the inspector of mines is
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beyound my comprehension. On receiving
this letter, the Minister wrote a minute
to the effect that it was desirable to ad-
journ the holding of the commission.
That is minuted on again by the Under
Secrelzry, who writes to the Minister
thus : —

“In the Nankivell case, as the Full

Court has only ta decide on points of

law, it is eclear that the commission’s
report cannot affect the result; and as
to Brown’s case, the Full Court would
nol, except under very special eircum-
stances, admit fresh evidence”

The minute goes on:— .

“T think, however, before issuing the
eomnission it might be wise to consider
if it would not be better to .appoint
some person not-resident in the district
as commissioner, The appointment of
Warden Troy might place him in a
somewhat unpleasant position, in that
he may have to criticise the work of a
brother officer resident in the place;
and though I am sure Warden Troy
would not hesitate in discharging any
duty imposed on him, there does not
appear to be sufficient reason to ask
him to aet in this case, if someone else
can be obtained.”

The Minister writes on this a minnte:—

“T1 eoncur with you that every confi-
dence may he placed in Warden Troy;
but it is apparent that very strong feel-
ing exists, and Warden Troy’s appoint-
ment would not give the: publie that
confidence which is desirable. Please
allow the matter to stand over till next
week, when I will look earefully into
the question. In the meanthne. please
Ting up Crown Law Department on
point rased by Mr. Farqubar.”

Mr. Taylor: That is a distinet libel on
Warden Troy.

Mr. HEITMANN: I am not concerned
in whether it is a libel on Warden Troy
or otherwise. 1 do not desive to compare
the wardens, and have no desire to reflect
on etther of them. Bui T would like to
ask, what information was given the
Minister ar the Under Seeretary to induce
them, in so short a time, to alter their
opintons of” Warden Troy? I would like
farther to ask, what information was
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" given the Minister as to lead him to say,

“It is apparent that strong feeling
exists T 1 should also like to know what
he means by saying that strong feeling
existed, inferring the existence of feeling
so strong as to prevent any warden from
doing his duty fearlessly. Did that
strong feeling exist between the inspector
and myself, between the warden and the
inspector, or between the warden and
myself? I should, in short, like to know
what actually took place between the
appointment of Warden Troy and the
penning of this minute, Unfortunately
I cannot prove this next statement, but I
am informed on the authority of an
officer high up in the Mines Department
that about this date a certain gentleman
of high standing in the mining world of
Western Australia intereeded on behalf
of Mr. Lander. Be that as it may, I
have reason to believe that some pressure
was brought to bear—T1 do not say on
the Minister, for 1 sce the minute eane
first from the Under Seeretary, and I
think it a strange proceeding in this eon-
nection that the Under Secretary should
take the initiative. After both the Minis-
ter and the Under Secretary testifying to
the fair-mindedness of this particular
warden, they suddenly find he is not, for
some reason or other, a fit and proper
person to act on this ease. We then find
that, after many delays, it is decided to
cancel the appointment of Warden Troy
and appoint ¥Mr. Walter in his stead.
The ease gets so far and a commission 1s
appoinied. In support of my eomplaint
and my suggestion that T have been un-
fairly dealt with in (hat T had a eombi-
nation working against ‘me, I would like
to show at least I have had officers of the
Mines Department doing their. utmost to
prevent my getting a fair deal, I can
prove to the Minister of Mines that the
officers were capable of falsifying state-
ments, and I will leave it to the judgment
of . any member {o say if. this statement
was not falsified, and if they say it was
not I will withdraw the statement and
all the charges I have made. In the
course of my.investigation of this matter
—T may say here that one of my charges
was that the inspector had taken state-
ments from men who were not in a fit
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state to give them—1 went to the Mines
office at Cue and asked for the file in
connection with a man who had been
mjured, named J. T. Pollard.

The Mimister for Mines: The diffieulty
was to pin yvou down to a statement when
you were before the commission.

Mr. HEITMANN: I will reply to
that interjection by saying that the
charges 1 made in the first instance were
charges of maladministration in the
Mines Department, and I believe part of
the programme was to try and pin me
down to something, as is shown in the
report, outside these charges, and I may
say that the commissioner says not a
word about the eharges which T made, in
fact he goes the other way about to try
and hide up the weak spots. I went to
the Mines Department and asked for the
file dealing with the Pollard aceident.
My reazon for looking at the file was
that I had complaints made that the man
was in a bad way on the day the state-
ment was taken from him. The man
was injured on the 25th or 29th Decem-
ber, 1904. I was told at the hospital
that the statement was taken from the
injured man on the 30th or 31st Decem-
her, and I went to the Mines Department
to get the file to find out the date the
statement was taken, so as to compare it
with ihe hospital books, to find out the
man’s condition ‘on that date. T found
the statement, and 1 remarked to ihe
clerk in charge that the statement was
not dated. 1 looked on the eopy and on
the original and neither was dated. I
remarked that this was a peeuliar way of
taking statenients, and T asked whether
there was a diary referring to the in-
spectors so that I could find out the
whereabouts of the inspector on that day,
I found the officer had a copy of the diary
in his letter book, which proved conelu-
sively that it must have been on the 30th
or 3lst December that he took the state-
ment.

My, Taylor: \Vhat year?

Mr. HEITMANN: The year 1904.
As a matter of faet it stated that on the
31st inquiries into this particular aceident
were coneluded. I went back some two
weeks later in company with a friend of

mine and asked for the same file, and I
found to my surprise that instead of
there heing a blank as far as the date was
concerned, in the meantime the doecument
bad been dated; not only the copy bnt
the original, and anyone can look at that
document and see that it has been faked.
1t is dated January 2ud, and instead of
putting 1905 the date 1907 has been in-
serted. Here is the file, and T want to
knew how anyone in writing down a date
could put 1907 instead of 1903. Can
anyone imagine a clerk accustomed to
typewriting or to office work post-dating
a document two years. Could anyone to-
day date a document 1909% 1 amn satis-
fied that I had to fight to get evidence,
for in a matter of this deseription it was
hard to get miners to give evidence, they
were afraid of their jobsg, and I will
prove that before 1 have finished with
my statement. Not only were they afraid
of the mining managers but of the in-
spector of mines, I now come to the
cominissioner's report and it is true, as
the Minister for Mines said, the commis-
sioner had a hard job to pin e down to
any part teular charge inasmuch as T
complained time after time generally on
the administration of the Mines Aect in
my district. I will read portions of this
report. The commigsioner says:—

“T eneountered some difficulty at
the beginning of the inquiry in de-
termining  exactly what were the
charges made by Mr. Heitmann, in-
asimuch as there wns a difference in
the evidence of different wiinesses as
to the literal aceuracy of the news-
paper veport of the speech in ques-
tion. 1 came to the conelusion, after
Liearing the evidence on this point,
lhat the subsiance of the charges was
this :—(a) That in consequence of the
inspector having taken statements
Erom men who were not in a fit state
to give them, incorrect reports of ne-
cidents had been sent to the Minister.
(&) That the inspector had put words
into the mouths of the men who had
been injured. (¢) That the incorrect
statements were capable of keing used
against men who were suing for com-
pengation.”?

I think the commissioner was going out
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of his way, and it appeared to me to
be one of the links in the chamn that
there was some fixed idea from the start
to prevent my getting a fair trial,

My, Taylor : Getting justice.

The DMinister for Mines: Other
people want justice alse.
Mr. HEITMANN: I have en-

deavoured te mete out justice, and I
shall endeavour to do so on every oeca-
sion. The Commissioner says in his
summing up :1— ]

“Ag regards charge (a) I do not
consider that the evidence shows that
any
or sent to the Minister as a result of
men heing unfit to give them. As to
charge (b}, there is nothing to sup-
port it, exeept that the inspector seems
to have at times advised men that it
was useless to give as part of their
statements opinions at variance with
the statements of their fellow-workers.
In my opinion, though no harm seems
to have resulted in any way, this ad-
viee shonld not be given, but men
shonld be allowed to express their
opinions in whatever form they chose.
As to charge {e¢) it naturally follows
that, as ne incorrect statements have
heen given, none could be used.”

I shall endeavour to deal with these
statements as they appear in the report
—the charges and the veplies. The first
charge is that in consequence of the in-
spector having taken statements from
men not in a fit state to give them, in-
accurate reports of accidents were sent
to the Minister ; and in reply the com-
misioner states :—

¥ As regards charge («), I do not
consgider that the evidence shows that
any inaceurate statements were taken
or sent to the Minister as a result of
men being unfit to give them.”

I will prove to the House and to the
public that inaccurate statements have
been taken and sent to the Minister, and
T am positive inaccurate repmts have
been sent to the Minister as to various
accidents, and if they have not been the
result of men not being fit to give those
reports, what conclusion can I arrive at,
but that the inspector has not written
down the statements as they were given ?

named Andrews.

incorrect statements were taken
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I will take the first case, that of a man
This man was injured
in the Fingal mine aud lost an arm. In
dealing with this, the Commissioner in
his report says :— ’

“In this case the man was injured
by an accident at the Great Fingal
mine, losing his left arm, and that it
is alleged that not only was he not in
a ftit state to bave a statement taken,
but that a representative of the com-
pany. was  present, and that Mr.
Lander was thereby influenced against
the injured man. I formed the con-
clusion that this man’s troubles have
so exeited him as to almest unhinge
his mind. There 1is nething ap-
parently ineorreet in the inspector’s
report and it does not appear that the
presence of the man from the Fingal
had avy infiuence. Andrews has re-
ceived compensation from the com-
pany and is now in their employment
again in a job that he himself says
he does not complain of.”

While on this matter T would like to say
the commmissioner has placed altogether
too mueh importance on the fact that
no great injury has occurred to the man
through false statements being sent in.
1 venture to say the commissioner was
not appointed to find out what was the
result of the statements, but rather to
find out whether my charges were correct
or not. I do not go so much on the
actual results following the inspector’s
statement, but rather what might possibly
have happened under some slightly
different circumstances. 1 will read the
inspeetor’s report on this accident. He
says —

“1 beg to report on the above ae-
cident, I visited the mine on January
2nd, and inspected the scene where
Andrews had been working. I ob-
tained a statement from P. Valli, and
Charles Denton, these two men were
working with Andrews at the time of
the accident. I also visited the Cue
hospital and had an interview with the
injured man. I eneclose a statement
taken from Andrews. At the time of
the accident Andrews was in charge,
in eonnection with the ecrection of
three girders, when two fell a dis-
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tance of about 19 inches, vne fell on
the injured .man’s arm, erushing bim
between the end of the girder and a
large vat.”
That is sufficient for my charge. It
goes on to deseribe the accident. He
states here that at the time of the acei-
dent Andrews was in charge of the eree-
tion of three girders. It has been
proved and can be proved over and over
again by looking at the Fingal books
- that Andrews was not in charge of the
gang ; he not only had a man iwm-
mediately over him but there was a
man in charge of the whole job. This
may seem of liftle jmportance but there
is a possibility of this arsing : if
Andrews was to put in a claim for com-
pensation and Andrews happened to be
the foreman of a job, under some of our
Aects at all events a foreman is a re-
sponsible officer, and it could be pleaded
against him that be-was guilty of con-
tributory negligence. It may have been
possible that Andrews may have sued,
and I venture to say in assessing dam-
ages in a case like this the jury or the
assessors would have taken info consider-
ation whether Andrews - was in charge
of the job or was a common employee.
Here is the first misstatement, and there
is no veason for the mistake. Tt was
quite simple for him to find out, in faet
he must have known, and I am ecertain
he kmew 'that this man was a mere
common labourer receiving the lowest
wage of any of the men, and that there
were men above him. Farther in respect
to Andrews I wonld like to say that
when Andrews was hurt, or a few
minutes after the accident—this is what
he told the eommission, and it was sup-
ported by independent evidence—he ex-
claimed to the engineer that had a certain
horse or trestle heen bolted the accident
would not have happened. The trestles
carried tbe girders which fell on the

man. He informed the commission he
was thinking of his family, of bhis
position. He has already lost an eye,

and now, being deprived of one of his
arms, he had to consider the future ;
and he siated clearly that he told the
engineer if the horse had heen holted the
accident wonld not have happened. The

engineer replied, “I suppose not,” or
“Perhups not” [Mr. Taylor . Have
vou that in evidence ] Yes, and had
I interfered in any way with the wit-
nesses, had I schooled them to give their
evidence, I should be somewhat doubt-
ful about moving this motion. I visited
them, it is true ; but not in one instance
did I show them the written statements
they had made, nor in one instance did I
ask them to stray from the truth.
Andrews stated that he had informed
the inspector, and we find the statement
was horne ont by a man named Collier
who lappened to be in the hospital at
the time, and he supported it aon cath
before the comnuission, for he declaved
he had heard Andrews tell the inspector
that he (Andrews) had made that state-
ment. Yet we find in the written state-
ment of Andrews appearing on the file
no mention whatever of that statement ;
in fact, there is really nothing of any
importance, and {his particular state-
ment, which is or might have been of
most vital importanee, is omitted. The
evidence is here, and it is supported by the
independent evidence of a man who was
not ane of the workers, but a publican
of Cue who happened to be in the hos-
pital at that time ; yet the commissioner
investigating these charges declared that
no false stalements were sent in, That
is one. The next is in a matter of an
accident to one Stickland, at 2 place
called Cuddingwarra, where he was one
of a party of miners engaged in sinking
a shaft at the WVietory United mine.
On the evening of the accident he was
in the plat, and the penthouse covering
the miners was put in on that very
day ; it bad been in about ten hours,
and was built of timber that any sane
man with mining experience would have
at once condemned. The timber was
stretched across a shaft of at least 10
feet in width, and was G by 6 oregon.
On the day when the penthouse was
placed in position the men were em-
ployed sending up stuff from the bottom
of the shaft, some 25 feet in depth, to
place a covering on the penthouse ; and
after firing at about eight o’clock the
men went back to work, and Stickland
wag standing on the plat using the
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knocker-line.  Suddenly he heard the
timbers give way, and penihouse,
timber, and about ten tons of stuff with
him on top of it, fell to the bottom. The
inspeetor examined the place, and it
appears to me he had a notion that the
company should be prosecuted ; and I
am satisfied that if the Minister for
Mines had Dbeen there he would have
ordered the company to be prosecuted
for having unsafe workings. Anyone
acquainted with mining must know the
folly of placing such small timber in
sueh a pesition. Fortunately, the men
were not seriously injured.  Stickland,
in making hizs statement to the inspeetor,
said he thought the timber was un-
safe, and also  that the matter
had  been discussed Dby the inen
some few minutes before the accident.
There was a general diseussion amonyg the
miners, and one of thiem said he did not
believe the timber was safe, and he
thought the whole lot would be in on
them hefore very long. When Stick-
Iand made this statement Mr. Lander
refused to take it.  Stickland said he
was speaking fo his mates ; and this is
the evidence :—

“ Bruce said the timber was not safe.
He mentioned it to Crawford, who was
shift boss at the time. Crawford
reckoned it was safe. After eribtime
they went to work as usnal.

“IWhat did Mr. Lander say after
that 9—He said It i no use vour
thinking of going into ecourt in this
case. The otlier three men are against
you.!

“Did you say anything else 7—Tt
stopped at that time. T said ‘T have
no intention of going to court, but
.you came to me for a statement ; I
am giving it to you.!

“Did you make any farther refer-
ence to it #—Yes ; he said ‘ You will
be getting vomrself disliked, not only
on the mine where you are working,
but wvou will get black-balled right
throughout the Murchison.”

Yet in spite of that, the eommissioner de-
clares that no false statements were sent
in. What else could this be but a Ffalse
or incorrect statement, when the inspec-
tor refused to take the statement of this
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man ¢ That statement would have had
a strong bearing on the case had there
been any subsequent litigation. It ap-
pears to me that the inspector could see
the weakness of the company’s ease ; for
undoubtedly, had that been a fatal ae-
cident, the company should have been
prosecuted for manslaughter at least.
The inspector, seeing the weakness of the
eompany’s case, seems to have tried to
smether it up by refusing to take these
statements. This was in the statement
of only one man, but another man de-
clared exaetly the same on oath before
the commission ; and in view of these
facts, surely I am justified in saying the
commniissioner’s report is ineonsistent with
the evidenee given. The commissioner
said there were no false statements sent
in, or no wrong or untrue statements.
The evidence is here for members to per-
use, and I am satisfied false statements
were sent in on more than one occasion.
Then there was the case of Harry Grant,
at the Cue One mine. The following is
the inspectmr’s report :—

“The above accident was reported
to my office in the usual way. I vis-
ited the mine and found that a piece
of galvanised iron 2 feet by 3 feet had
been nailed at the plat (which isabout
100 feet from the bottom of the shaft)
for the purpose of collecting water,
and to prevent it from falling on the
men working in the hottom of the
shaft. This piece of iron had evi-
dently been struek by stones which had
been blown up from the last round of
shot, and loosened. These had not
heen notied by the men, and on their
return whilst going down to the bot-
tom of the shaft, in the bucket, they
heard the piece of iron falling, In
order to try to dodge the piece of iron
Grant reached for the knocker-line, to
signal the engine-driver to stop the
hucket. Grant was standing on the
edge of the bucket in the usual way,
when he reached for the kmocker-line,
which is in the corner of the shaft and
easily got at. When he grasped the
knocker-line he evidenily let go the
main rope, and fell to the bottom, a
distance of 40 feet, dislocating and
breaking his left ankle very badly.
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1t is quite evident the engine-driver

was lowering the bhucket in a proper

manner, for Grant makes no complaint

about the way he was being lowered,

and I can only conclude that the in-

jured man lost his head. I had an in-

terview with the injured man, and I

enclose his statement. In my opinion

there is no one to blame but the in-

jured man himself for the accident.”
The evidence has shown, and it can be
proved by simply visiting the mine to-
day, that the report is absolutely incor-
rect ; and the most vital point, the point
which would earry weight in any court
of law, iz that whereas the inspector
states the knocker-line was in the usual
position in the shaft, the Lkunocker-line
was not in that compartment at all, but
in the other compartment. Here were
men working in a shaft without any
means of ecommunicating with the engine-
driver. The faet can be borne out by
.the owner of the mine himself. Ewven
to-day it can be ascertained where the
knocker-line was. Grant swears that
the inspector’s account of the accident is
not true, and so far as 1 can see there is
no doubf about the position of the
knocker-line. T venture to say, had Grant
sued the company he would have had no
trouble in proving to any jury that the
accident resulted from the absence of the
knocker-line in the compartment. Tt ap-
pears that Grant was going down after
firing, and the engine-driver had neglee-
ted to stop at the plat, which was abont
100 feet from the hottom. The men
usually stopped at this plat for the pur-
pose of seeing, after firing, whether any
stones had been hlown up and were likely
to be dangerous to them when they were
in the bottom of the shaft. On this
occasion the driver failed to stop ; the
knocker-line from the plat down was nat
in the compartment in which the bucket
worked. The timber was in 40 feet be-
low the plat., and from that point the
shaft was without timber ; so from the
plat to 40 feet below the plat, had any-
thing happened to the men in the shaft,
they had no means of communication or
of siomalling to the engine-driver as to
their condition, Grant wanted, as he
was forced to do, fo get to the bottom of

the timber hefore he could stop the
buckei and ge back to the plat. He had
sueceeded, with the aid of his spider or
candle-holder, in reaching out some fve
feet to the knocker-line. He stopped the
bucket, and was just about to knoek him-
self up to the plat, when he heard a piece
of tin falling. This was the piece of iron
referred to in the inspector’s report.
Naturally the man wished to get away
as quickly as possible from that shaft,
and in jumping back suddenly he fell
off the bucket. The inspector states
that the knocker-line was in the usual
place in {be corner of the shaft, and was
easily got at. This point is very mater-

ial, Instead of being in the corner of

the shaft as usual, it was not in the same
emnpartment, and was in the corner of
the extreme end of the shaft. This was
an 1l.feet shaft, and to reach the
knocker-line from the centre of the
shaft a man would have to reach about
5 feet 6 inches. Instructions shounld
have been wgiven to prosecute this com-
pany. In face of this report Mr. Grant,
the man whe was'injured, put in a claim
against the ecompany under the Workers’
Compensation Act. He was only en-
litled to receive under that Aet about
£330, but they settled it before the action
went to conrt and gave him about £550.
This was in face of the statement of the
inspector who is there to represent the
workers as appointed by the Govern-
ment to administer the Aet, and vet tells
a deliberale falsehood. The report is a
falzelioed from beginning to end, and
this 15 emphasised hy the faet that the
insurance company took no notice of it
but were prepared to settle out of court
and pay the injured man twice what he
was entitled to. One of the charges T
made was that statements were obtained
from injured men when they were not in
a fit condition to give evidence. In
Grant's ecase this was partienlarly ap-
parent. He was injured about 8 o’clock
in the evening, at 11 o’clock he was in
the hospital, he was put under chloro-
form and operated upon at S o'elock in
the morning, and because he had passed
a very bad night and was in great pain
at 815 o'clock a.m. he was given one-
sixth of a grain of morphia. At 10
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o’clock of that day the inspeetor of mines
took his statement. Nof only do we find
a report in the hospital books to that
effect, but there is also a statement by
the docter who says that in his opinion
the man was not in a At condition to
make a statement. It must be apparent
even to a layman that, in cireumstances
such as I have described, the inspector
of mines should never have taken a state-
ment from that man. I will give another
instance of an incorrect statement having
been sent to the Minister. This case is
weil known on the Murchison seeing that
in fighting the man’s case it cost the
workers of Cue and Day Dawn about
£340. It is the ease of the man Nanki-
vell who was injured at the Great FFin-
gal mine. Tt appears that the driver
made a statement in the case fo the
effect that on the day of the accident a
few minutes before it oceurred the cage
was at No. 10. He received a signal to
go to No. 9 and from there was signalled
back to No. 10. Within a few minutes
he went to No. 9 again, thence to No. 7
and on to the surface. On reaching the
"surface he found a truck in the cage, and
seeing that he had not been signalled in
any part of the shaft that the gates had
been put in, and as it is a reecognised rule
in all mines to place the gates in before
the truck is put upon them, he was justi-
fied in thinking the cage came from No.
10, the last place he was upon the chairs.
The truck was taken from the cage and
Nankivell got in. The braceman signal-
led, and the driver, thinking the shaft
was clear fo No. 10, started out with the
idea of going down. TWhen he got to No,
9 he found someone had put in the chairs
there and naturally the man who was in
the cage was smashed up. To-day that
man is unable to walk, and from what T
can hear he will never be abie to walk
again.  The inspeetor came to the Fin-
gal wines and toak the statement of a
man named Gurst. He endeavoured by
all possible means to force Gurst to ad-
mit that he was respongible for the acei-
dent, hut that man declared he had re-
ceived no “knocks” and believed the
shaft was ciear to No. 10, therefore he
was not responsible. The platman gave
evidence before the Snpreme Court to
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the effect that he had never * knocked”
the cage on to the chairs. The witness
said to the inspector that this course had
been followed many times previously and
algo that the truck had been frequently
sent away in that manner. When he
said that, the inspector at onee ejaculated
“No, no, we will not take that state-
ment.” TUnfortunately perhaps for me
I have only the evidence of the engine-
driver concerned, bot I would point out
that in company with the inspector of
mines that day was a clerk of the Fingal
mine who took down the statement™ in
shorthand. If Mr. Lander wanted to
disprove the evidence of Gurst he could
have called this eclerk ; but as he knew
that one of my charges was that he had
taken representatives to the mines with
him to take down statements from in-
jurcd men he was afraid to call him.
This also may appear nothing, but when
one is aequainted with the faet of this
hiding of evidence by the inspector one
can expect anything from him. When
the ease went before the Supreme Conrt,
it was ruled out on a point of law. It
appears that under the Employers’ Lia-
hility Aet the company is not responsible
for an acecident caused by a mistake of a
common employvee. In my opinion, how-
ever, and in the opinion of at least two
legal gentlemen, if such an irregularity as
oeemred had heen going on for weeks or
months it must have been with the know-
ledge of the responsible officers of the
company, and had that point heen
brought out in evidence and had it been
proved that the accident was due to a
defect in the workings which had been in
existence for months to the knowledge of
the responsible officers Nankivell would
have won his case. It appears that in
every one of these instances I have
brought forward the inspector has shown
the acuteness of a lawyer in at once
picking out the weak points in the com-
pany’s defence and hiding it. It is re-
markahle that later on, when the solicitor
of the insurance company was in Day
Dawn, after Nankivell had entered the
claim against the company, he ealled
the employee to his offiee and strange
to say auestioned him on the very point
which the inspector had tried to make
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bim admit. The result of this investi-
gation was that the man instead of alter-
ing his original statement and admitting
what the lawyer and inspeetor wanted
him to do, threw up his job and has not
worked on the Fingal since. This state-
ment of mine can be borne out by refer-
ence to the evidence. The inspector when
being cross-examined by the solicitor ap-
pearing for him, admitted in court and
it is in evidence bhere, that Gurst did
mention the fact that it had become the
custom in the Fingal to send up trucks
in the way adopted on the day of the
accident. Then he tried to exeuse him-
self and said he did not remember.
Now, as to the inspector. putting words
into the months of injured men. The
inspector went much farther than that,
as we find in the Stickland case, when
he refused point blank to take the state-
ment of a miner. Not only did he try
that but he attempted to intimidate him,
and to force him io strike_out certain
parts of the statement, which he event-
ually did. He also threatened the man
that he would be black-balled upon the
Murchison if he made such statements,
and that he would make himself disliked
not only on the mine but throughout the
whole distriet. When we were discussing
the subject in the House whick was the
original reason for my making these
charges, the Minister declared that it
was not possible for a mine manager to
blackball any man for deing his duaty.
We find that not only was the mining
manager prepared to do that, but even
the Government servant appointed to
look after the interests of the workers,
who forced the men by every possible
means to bend to his wishes. As to a
man not being in a fit state to give evi-
dence, T have mentioned the case of
Grant, where the doctor declared that he
was not fit, and where the hospital books
showed that the man had no right to be
examined. Now I will refer to Pollard’s
case. In this case the commissioner ap-
pears to make much of the fact that the
men were not affected by the action of
the inspecior. I eould not trace Pollard
in Western Australia but I bave the evi-
dence of the hospital books and that of
an independent witness who happened to

be in hospital at that time. The books
declared that on the day the statement
was taken the man was semi-delirious.
It is also shown that on the following
day he was slightly deliricus, ' prohably
owing to the pain he suffered through
having torn off his bandages. This
showed that the man was not in his right
senses when examined by the inspector,
and additional evidence of this is pro-
vided by another patient who said that
when the inspector had gone the in-
jured man asked him who was the doector.
The state of the man’s mind was clearly
shown by the fact that he thought the
inspector of mines was a doctor. As
showing the inspector had some know-
ledge that this man was pot in his right
mind, or at least that he suspected such
to be the case, either the clerk or the in-
spector altered the date of the statement,
which to me at all events seems supiecious.
My charge acensed the inspector of send-
ing incorreet statements which were
afterwards capable of being used against
men suing for compensation, and one has
only to look at the files to prove this.
In the case of Grant, an urgent wire was
received from the Mines Department
asking for the statement. A copy was
sent, but the eourt would not accept that,
and another urgent wire was sent asking
for the original of the statement made
by Grant. That statement the evidence
proves fo be incorrect ; yet it would have
been used against the man had it not
been that the company was prepared to
settle the case ont of eourt. I desire only
te say in conclnsion, that were it pos-
sible for members of this Chamber to go
fully into the matter they eould verify
every statement I have made to-night.
They could prove that on more than one
occasion incorrect statements and reports
by the inspector of mines have been sent
in—in the case of Grant, of Stickland,
of Nankivell, also in the Pollard case,
in which it is proved that the man was
delirious when his statement was taken,
and in several other cases it can be
proved beyond doubt that incorrect state-
ments were sent in, and absolutely false
reports made to the Minister. In view
of that, am I not justified in moving that
the report of the commissioner is ineon-
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sistent with the evidence, and am I not
justified in asking that something farther
be done in the matter ¥ My earnest de-
sire is not to tronble the commissioner—
I have nothing to do with him—but to
see justice done in this case, and prevent
sinilar aetion in the future by this in-
spector. I eonld, if I desired to go out-
side the evidenee, bring forward similar
cases which have oceurred since the date
of those I have deali with. In faet there
are papers now on the table which prove
that mines inspectors have acted eon-
trary to the Mines Regulation Act. Only
to-day I asked a question in reference to
that. But I have no desire to go outside
the papers, a glance at whieh will verify
every statement I have made this even-
ing. I beg to move the motion I have
read to the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : The motion subinited by
the hon. member asks the House to agvee
that the report made by Mr, Walter, act-
ing in the capacity of commissioner in
connection with the Feitmann-Lander
inquiry, is inconsistent with the evidence.
I irust members will not accept the wild
statements made by the hon. member to-
night as heing anvthing more than the—-

Mr. Holman (holding up a document):
Than the wild forgeries here.

Mr, Heitmann: Yes; Those are ahso-
lTate forgeries.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Cue was given a most patient heaving,
and I must ask the same for the Minister.

The MINISTER: We have heard
much about the wicked things done by
the inspectors. In 1904 the member for
Cue made charges against the inspector
of mines in that distriet; speaking in
19053, he said he had previously made
chareges which had heen deprecated by
the then Miniser for AMines (Mr. Hastie)
and the member for Menzies (myself);
and he then reiterated- those charges.
Again last year he displayed a decided
antipathy to this inspector, making
charge after charge against him, but
there was nothing substantial in those
charges. I ean assure members I would
not have gone to the expense of a com-
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mission to inquire into the charges made
by the hon. member, had I known they
would be cut down as they were when the
commission sat. Although the hon. mem-
ber made certain charges in the House,
he said that he would not go behind the
back of the inspector or any other person,
would not go to the Minister and tell
what those charges were, so that a
definite charge might be made against the
inspector, preferring fo make them in
Parliament or on the public platform.
In passing, I may say in regard to the
appointment of Mr. Walter as commis-
sioner to make the inquiry, the faets are
as disclosed in the file. When the Gov-
ernnent deeided it was desirable that a
commission shonld inquire into the
serious charges made, it was with the
object of ascertaining their truth or
otherwise.  Serions charges had heen
made, and the inspector should be either
exonerated or dismissed. If the hon.
metber’s statements in regard to the in-
spector were True, that officer was unfit to
remain in the public serviee; if on the
other hand they were untrue, the inspector
should be exonerated. A departmental
inquiry would not be of a nature to insist
upon sworn evidence, and in the cireum-
stances it was wiser to appoint a eom-
mission, hecause, as is pointed out in the
file, while a commission is more ecostly
than a departmental inguiry, its results
are more far-reaching and its findings
should be more conclusive. The reason
why a change was made in the appoint-
ment of AMr. Troy was simply because of
the fact that he was a brother officer of
Mr. Lander, that as they were, in the
ordinary course of their duties, in eon-
stant commumieation, we did not desire
after the case had been heard to have it
said the ease had been heard by a brother
officer instead of by someone who was a
stranger to the disiriei.  Therefore we
sent Mr. Walter, a gentleman highly res-
pected by evervone who knows him; and
T am ecertain the public resent the un-
called references to that gentleman made
by the hon. member (Mr. Heitmann) in
this House a few weeks ago.

AMr. Bath: Refer to the remarks made
to-night. That is the subject you should
deal wilh.
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The MINISTER: Mr. Walter has had
an honourable career in the public ser-
vice of this State tor close on 20 vears.

Mr. Holman : Refer to the Judge's re-
cent remarks on that gentleman.

The MINISTER: Remarks on
Walter?

Mr, Holman: Yes; not on this, but on
another recent case.

The MINISTER: I do not know of
any statements made by a Judyge in regard
to Mr. Walter.

Afr, Bath: This is the case we want to
hear about,

The MINISTER : Anyhow, when the
commission Lad been appoinied and it
was sought to get down to some definite
charge; where was the hon. member who
to-night has been making these charges
and who has from time to time referred
to the inspector so disparagingly? Where
was the hon. member when the commis-
sioner appointed to take evidence on
oath—not the gabble we have listened to
to-night —asked him to substantiate his
charges?

Mr.

Mr. Heitmann: Where is the evidence?

The MINISTER: T will read the evi-
dence given by Mr. Heitmann at the in-
quiry, and I think it will satisfy a good
many members after having listened to
the remarks of the hon. member to-night.
The hon. member has an advantage of me
in this matter, in that I have not gone
throngh all these hundreds of pages to
dissect the evidenee, It is impossible for
me to find time to go through hundreds
of pages of evidence merely to see

whether a gentleman who had been a
magistrate in this State for 16 or 17

years was so hiased against the hon.
member as to hring in a false repori, in
his capacity of commissioner.

Member © Who was the eommissioner 7

The MINISTER: My, Walter, who
was warden at Greenbushes for nearly 15
years and is now magistrate at Geraldton
—an absolute stranger to both the par-
ties. T desive to sav, i the first place,
that when the commission sat, one would
expeet that the hon. member would give
every assistance possible, that he would
be ‘prepaved to say what his charges were.
But he ohstructed the eommissioner in
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every way, and i no instance did the
commissioner receive assistance from the
hon, member in connection with the in-
guiry. T want to get the evidence which
the member for Cue gave on thai ocea-
sion,

My, Heitmann: Here is the evidence.

The MINISTER: At the inquiry, and
in reply to questions put by Mr. Tobin,
who appeared as his attorney, Mr., Heit-
mann answered as follows:—

“ Question: At a public meeting
held at Day Dawn on the 1st February
you made certain charges against
Inspector Lander 3—Aunswer : - Yes.

Is the newspaper report (mdleated)
a correct mpmt,‘l«—\u

In what respect is it incorreet?—
In the first place, it states that I de-
clared that Inspector Lander bad sent
in  incorrect statements, or not true
statements. . That is incorrect.”

Ar. Heitmann: Read the whole of ihe
evidence.

The MINISTER: I shall do so; but
that iz what the hon. member tcld the
commissioner when stating his evidence.
He said that the veport which appearved
in the newspaper was incorreet. [,
Heitmann: Read on.] The commission
was appointed on account of the strong
statements reported to have heen made
by the hon. member. He had asserted
that the inspector of mines had not sent
in true reports to the Minister; and he
had alleged that on one oceasion the in-
spector of mines went to the Cue Hospi-
tal in company with a representative of
the Great Fingal mine and took a state-
ment from an injured man, and was only
too ready fo put words into his mouth
that were used against him when he suned
for com;iensalion Now the hon. mem-
ber says that is incorreet. At the nquiry
he was asked by Mr. Tohin—

“In what respeet is it incorvect?—
In the first place it states that T de-
clared that Inspector Lander had sent
in incorrect statements or not true
statements. That is incorrect.”

What has the hon. member been trying
to induce the House to believe, in the
whole of his statement to-night? Has he
not tried to induce members to believe
that this inspector was so vile as to try,
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with the objeet of assisting the mining
companies or the insuranee companies in
Perth—hecause, as the hon. member bas
hinself stated, it is not the mining com-
panies who are liable to pay the com-
pensation awarded in connection with
these aceidents, becanse they are all in-

sured v some outside insurance company, -

some organisation in  Perth—he had
stated that this inspector was going speci-
ally out of his way to eommit a frand on
a poor working man by sending in an
incorreet statement to the Minister. And
when the member was asked if that state-
ment in the Press, which he had not ¢on-
tradicied, was a true statement, he said,
# No, it is not eorrect.” He also said at
the inguiry:— L :

May I be permitted to make the re-
marks again which led up to this state-
ment? .

The Commissioner: I think yon had
better leave yourself in Mr. Tobin’s
hands, and answer the question.

By Mr. Tobin: What did you state?
—1I stated that in consequence of Mr.
Lander taking statements from men
not in a fit eondition to give them, in-
correct reports of aecidents had been
sent to the Minister.
That was entirely different; that because
a man just after a severe aceident is
asked by the inspector while the man is
dazed or, as the hon member says, through
having ‘had chloreform administered, is
in a eondition too bad to know what he
is deing—because the inspecior has gone
to a patient who is in a dazed condition
and got a statement that he otherwise
would not have got, it is said that he thus
sent in an ineorreet statement to the
Minister. Here 15 another extract from
the hon, member’s evidence—

“ Farther down in the report it is
said that these statements ‘ were’ used
against the men who had made them
when they were sning the company for
compensation. Did you say that$—
No. I did not.

What did yon say?— I said that
these statements ‘eould be’ wused
agaiust the men in sning for compensa-
tion.”

Members may remember I peinted out
that in 1904 the member made com-

plaints; that in 1905, in 1906, and again
in 1907, he made charges against this
inspector; and he was asked at the in-
quiry by his own lawyer this:—

“ At the thme you made that state-
ment, -you had no specific instances in
your. mind in which they had. been
used ?—No, I had net, not to my own
knowledge. .

When you made the statement that
incorrect reports had been sentdown
to the Minister had you any specifie
instanee in front of you, or had you
an’y reason for .making that state-
ment ¥—Yes, I had veceiveda com-
munication from the secretary of the
Cue Miners’ Union.

In your capacity as member of Par-
liament ?—Yes.

Was it. as the result of these com-
muniecations and part of what you
considered to he your duty te your
constituents that you made this state-
ment —As a result of that eommuni-
cation and a ecommunieation I received
in reference to a previous case.

Bince you made this statement have
you made i your business to find out
if stalements made to the inspector
have bheen actually used in cases 9—
Yes, 1 have.

By Mr. Palfreyman : Do I wnder-
stand vou to say that it was pureiy on
liearsay that vou made this statement?
—1f vou can call a comunieation from
the union seeretary——

Was that in writing ¥—VYes.

Could vou produce the letter 7—
No; but T eould produce in the
minutes in the union books where the
injured men complained to the secre-
tary.

You mentioned the second letter 3—
That was a verbal communicatiorn,

The Commjssioner : Is the max
whoe made the verbal communication
being called as a witness ?

Mr. Tobin : I think that is one
of the witnesses who is in the hospital.

Witness : The man who made a
statement te me and gave a full ex-
planation was a patieat in the hospital
at the time the statements were taken.
He was ex-police constable Joyee. He
emne to me in Perth. He has since
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died. He died in the Perth Hospital,
I saw him there two or three hours
before he died, and he repeated what
he told me before.
By Mr. Palfreyman : When wasit
that you received this verbal com-
munication —Some time in 1905.
Mr. Palfreyman : Mr. Commis-
sioner, are you qutte convinded as to
the charges which are being made in
this ipnquiry 97
Then the conuuissioner goes on to deal
with what he considers were the charges
that should have heen made. That is
mostly what [ want to say in regard to
that matter; and it just shows the hon.
member’s different statements when be-
fore the commission and those which he
has made here to-night. The hon. mem-
ber has pointed ount several other errors
in connection with this case and he wants
members to believe that in eonnection
with the files where a date had been
placed on a file by a clerk, that the date
had been placed there with a view of
inflicting some injury upon him. The
hon. member knows that when dates are
peneilled in afterwards they have no
connection at all with the aecident and
no bearing an the ecase, other than that
the doeument was not dated at the time
but that the memo. was placed there,
from what I can see, when the member
called.

Mr, Heitmann : The elerk swore on
oath that the dates were there previously.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have not seen that. The error here is
typed “ 19077 and of course I could not
explain anything of that sort. One
would require to read the evidence of
the clerk first. I was trying to wade
throngh that evidence when the hon.
memher was speaking, Very likely an
accident of that sert would happen
or probably the daie has been put there
afterwards. The hon. member admits
fixing that date and “1907” has been

placed on the document instead of
11 1905'"
Mr. Bath : No one would date a

document 1907 when it was 1905.

Mr. Taylor : Even the original was
altered. It is neeessary that some in-
quiry should he made into that. Tt was

the outcome of the hon. member’s in-
terview iu the office some time previously.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
hon. member said a great deal about
the inspector trying to force words into
the woutbs of men after an accident
had taken place, and the member tried
to make members believe that the in-
spector would wantonly go out of his
way to get a report which was advan-
tageons to a company. As I have
peinted out, it would be advantageous
only to the insurance company and only
in the case of an action for compensa-
tion. One could hardly assmue that the
inspector would go so tar out of his
way as has been desecribed by the mem-
ber in c¢onnection with a trivial accident.
In dealing with the case of Stickland
about which the hon. member had so
much to say, here is Stickland’s evi-
dence which the inspeetor does not admit
—there are always two sides to every
question. :

Mr. Heitmann :
nesses.

The MINISTER : I will read both.
Here is the evidenee of the man, who
savs he 1 a miner emploved at the
Cuddingwarra mine ; he was employed
there as platman at No. 4 level, and he
met with an accident. He gives lengthy
evidenee as to how the aecident oceurred.
He complains that Mr. Lander was not
taking down his statement, admits he
corrected it when ohjected to, says Mr.
Lander said it was no use taking the
case into court, the other three men he-
ing against him., IIe says Lander said
he would get himself (witness) disliked
and black-balled. He says the state-
ment does not contain what it should
have contained, the statement re weak-

There are two wit-

ness of timber heing left out. He ad-
mits his signature fo statement. His
chief complaint is that there were

omissions in hig statement, but it was
correct substantially barring the matter
of the engine-driver hoisting. He ad-
mits he glanced over it and signed the
statement. He admits his signature
to the statement. His chief complaint
is certain omissions from the statement,
bnt he says it is correct substantially,
haring the reference to the engine-
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driver hoisting. That is what the man
says. It was a case under the Mines
Regulation Aect. 'The inspeetor, accord-
ing to Caddy’s evidence and that of
Stickland’s, was preparved, if the mewm-
ber would stick to the statement as ta
the weakness of the timber, te bring a
charge against the company for an of-
fence under the Mines Regulatibn Act;
but the man preferred to have these re-
"marks withdrawn from his statement.
There is the evidence given by the two
persons.

Ar. Taylor :
farther on ?

THE MINISTER : THe admits that
about being disliked and black-balled.
He savs the reason Stickland had for
signing the statement was fhat it was
correct. He says Mr. Lander said fhat
the fact of the men previously discuss-
ing the questirn of the strength of the
timmber made it his duty to take the
matter to the courls, but nct for eow-
pensation  for  Stickland but a Mines
Regulation ease for negleet in not hav-
ing the pent-hcuse secure. The talk
about proceedings had nothing to do
with  compensation.  Apparenfly the
couversation whieh the inspector had
with Stiekland was not on the question
of getting a statement from him with
a view of Stickland suing for com-
pensation, hut the inspector was making
inquiries with a view to a prosecution
under the Mines Regulation Aect. But
there is the evidence of three other men,
and aceording to this evidenee I notice
that some of the men felt quite satisfied
that the timher put in was strong
enough. Probably the timber was struek
by a buge stone and broken. We can
never tell what happens in these cases.
It is a matter I cannot discuss. The
question is whether it can be considered
a case fit for the court. When the con-
versation took place belween Stickiand
and Caddy it was as to the strength of
the timber, and the inspecter probahly
advised him that it was unwise to make
the statement beeavse the evidence of
the others was against him and it would
wet him disliked in the distriet.

Mr. PTaylor: Do vou think that was
proper adviee in fthe eircumstances ?

What does Caddy say

Report of Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
Perhaps it was not. The inspector evi-
dently tried to get as near as he counld
to the clear facts of the case. The other
men had made statements to the con-
trary, and the inspector was sitting with
the injured man diseussing the question.
The main point is, the injured man will-
ingly signed the statement he had made.
If he had disagreed with it, all he had to
do was to say, “You must include the
faet that I said the timber was not safe,
and that its weakness was the cause of
the accident.”

My, Taylor © But the man may have
been incapable at the time.

The MINISTER : But Caddy ad-
mits this was a trivial accident ; and the
ingpector and Caddy were at Caddy's
hame, probably having a glass of whisky
together, when the discussion took place.
It seems peculinr that Stickland made
no complaint until Mr. Heitmann called
on him a few weeks prior to this in-
quiry. I do not purpose going through
all the evidence. Some of it shows that
the hou. member and his friends who
were with him on the platform at the
public meeting are quite satisfied that he
did not use the words reported by the
newspaper. The newspaper report,
contaiming the serious charges said to
have heen made by the hon. member,
has not a word of truth in it, aceording
to the evidence which the hon. member
gave fo the commissioner. The com-
missioner, therefore, had to hoil down
the hon, member’s statements as fol-
lows :—

“{a) That in consequence of the
ingpector having taken statements
from men who were not in a fit state
te give them, incorvect reports of ac-
cidents had heet1 sent to the Minister.
(b) That the inspector had put words
into the mouths of men who had been
imjured. (¢) That the incorreet state-
ments were capable of being used
against me who were suing for com-
pensation.”

The commissioner in his summing up
states in regard to charge (a)—

“T do not consider that the evidence
shows that any incorreet statements
were taken or sent to the Minister as



Heitmann-Lander Inquiry :

a result of men being unfit to give

them.” .

The commissioner was in a position to
deal with evidence which he must have
studied and sifted. I think, therefore,
we can be satisfied as to that point.

Mr. Bath : You eannot get away from
the «question of the knocker-line, in the
case of the accident to Grant. The
knocker-line was in a different eompart-
ment frem the bucket.

The MINISTER : T am not dealing
with Grant’s case. The file I perused
had not the evidence taken in Perth.
As to paragraph (&), that the inspectox
put words inte the mouths of men in-
jured, the commissioner says :—

“There is nothing to suppoert if,
except that the inspeetor seems to have
at times advised men that it was use-
less to give as part of their statements
apinions nt varinnee with the state-
ments of their fellow-workers. In my
opinion, though no harm seems to have
resulted in any way, this advice should
not be given.” :

With that T quite agree.  Statements
made to the inspector may have to be
cut down considerably, for members
know how some witnesses ramble “all
aver the shop.”

Mr. Bath : Miners are usually men of
few words,

The MINISTER : T do not know. If
so, they are not like their vepresentatives
lere. I ¢uite agree it is no part of the
inspector’s duty to advise injured men
what sort of evidence they should give.
In this case the inspector gave advice,
but I am quite satisfied he has never done
more than give generous advice to injured
people.

Myr. Bath ; That was one of the eom-
plaints azainst him at Kalgnorlie.

The MINISTER : The hon. member
should not say that ; because there is no
official ecomplaint, nor was any complaint
against that inspector made in a news-
paper during the whele time he was there,

Ar. Taylor : The Minister knows that
is not true.

The MINISTER : I can go hack
throngh the whole of the files relating
to that offieer while he was in Kalgoor-
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lie ; and I feel sure there was never a
single charge made against him.

Mr. Taylor : Why was he removed 7

The MINISTER : I was the Minister
who removed him ; and I thought—and
members have often said the same thing
here—it was wise to change the.inspee-
tors, so that if they made too many
friends in one district they should be
transferred to another. And probably
in the near future we shall have to make
anather change of inspectors.

Mr. Johnson : Does the Minister say
that the mewbers representing the Kal-
goorlie district did not complain of this
ofticer’s administration ? L

The MINISTER : I do not think the
files show any eomplainis.

Mr. Faylor : The records of Parlia-
ment do.

The MINISTER : XNo.

Mr. Johnson : Mr. Reside and T re-
peatedly complained to the Minister offi-
ciallv about the administration of that
inspector.

The MINISTER : T will look up the
files. I am sure the hon member is
wrong, ‘

Mr. Johnson : I remember it too well.
T remember different complaints.

The MINISTER : The hon, member’s
charges will, T think, be found to have
heen made in the lobbies and not in the
office.

Mr. Johnson :
ally too.

The MINISTER : 1 think the hon,
member is mistaken.  Anyhow, T will
bring here the private file for members
to examine. The commissioner says :—

“In my opinion, though no harm
seems to have resulted in any way, this
adviece should not be given, bul men
should be allowed to express their
opinions in any form they choose.”

He is quite right there, in saying the in-
spector should have taken down any-
thing, no matter what, said by the in-
jured man. The commissioner eonsiders
that the inspector sometimes advised
these men, For instance, in Stickland’s
case he advised Stickland that it wonld
be nnwise to make a certain statement.
It must be remembered, however, that
if the patient had insisted on his com-

They were made offici-
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plaint appearing in his statement, it
would have had to appear ; and during
the whole of my term of office I have
never received from any man a complaint
that an inspeetor had ever refused to
take down the exact statement made. Of
eourse members will recollect that an in-
jured man may make a statement, and
subsequently, if he sues for compensa-
tion, may find that the statement is a
rather awkward piece of evidence against
himself in court ; and there may have
been a little of that in the complaints
made by the member for Cue. As to
charge (c), that the incorrect statements
were capable of being used against men
who were suing for compensation, the
commissioner says :—

“It naturally follows thai, as no
incoirect statements have been given,
none could be used. Though no con-
crete charge was made on the subject,
it was also suggested in the course of
the inquiry that the presence of em-
ployees or their representatives while
statements were being made by injured
men had an adverse influence in some
way, the nature of which was not ex-
actly defined. There were two instan-
ces of sueh persons being present, but
there 1s nothing to show that their
presence had any influence whatever,
It would be advisable, however, in view
of the extraordinarily suspicious tem-
perament of some miners, that more
care should he taken to avoid this. In
conelusion, I find that Mr, Lander has
heen guilty of no wilful maladminis-
tration whatever, nor of anything
worse than slight errors of judgment,
which have had no prejudicial effect
upon the miners concerned.”

The commissioner thinks it will be wise
that neither the employer nor any persen
connected with him shall be present when
statements are being made by injured
men : and members will recollect that in
our last amendment of the Mines Regula-
tion Act we inserted a special clause to
the effect that no persons other than the
inspector and his clerk should be pre-
sent with the injured man. But the
events now under notice ocunrred prinr
to the passing of that clause. The pre-
sence of strangers was no violation of

Report of Commissioner.

the Mines Regulation Aect. In one in-
stance Mr. Heydon appeared at the hos-
pital ; lLe was not actually preseunt at
the interview. He was not there with
the knowledge of the inspector.

Mr. Heitmann.: Read the inspector’s
evidence,

The MINISTER : I may have mis-
read it. Mr. Heydon went there to see
how the injured man was geiting on.
But all these events oceurred prior to the
passing of the amending Aect. To sum
up ; so far as appears to me, the in-
spector has on one or two occasions ap-
parently advised men as to the statements
they shonid make. He may have acted
unwisely, but that he would do aunything
else, that he had’ the slightest desire to
act contrary to the interests of the in-
jured men—well, I think I can ask mem-
bers not to believe that for a moment.
Members must look for a mofive. A
workman may be stricken down and proh-
ably injured for life. Surely, if an in-
spector has one spark of pity in his
composition, he will try at that moment
to do the hest he can for the vietim.

Myr. Taylor : That is why this inquiry
was asked for.

The MINISTER : But are we to
assume that the inspector would for the
sake of some insurance company pur-
posely try to injure the workman ? The
ingpector has no right, in the position
he oceupies, to do any wrong to the em-
ployer or the insurance ecompany ; but
on the other hand, if when taking the
statement he had an opportunity for any
display of sympathy, I am satisfied that
he, like everyone of us here, would de-
sire to assist the person injured. I do
not like saying it, hut I do think that
the hon. member (Mr. Heitmann) has
bheen somewhat hiased against this in-
spector. Year after year the bon. mem-
ber has made these statements. I do not
like saying this ; but if we go through
the evidence taken by the commis-
stoner—I have not heen able to read the
lot—I think we ean come to no other
conclugion than that the hon. member has
allowed his tongue te earry him away
to some extent.

Mr. Taylor : That is hardly a fair
statement in face of the evidence.
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The MINISTER : The hon. member
has not, I presume, read the whole of
the evidence. )

Mr. Taylor : The hon. member (Mr.
Heitmann) quoted the evidence.

The MINISTER : If the hon. memn-
her is right, then we must find the motive
by whicl the inspector was aetuated.

Mr. Taylor : Because you cannot find
a motive you are not justified in making
that statement against the hon. member.

The MINISTER : My statement
was that on the publie platform
the hon. member let his tongue run away
with him, and made somewhsat wild state-
ments. FEven the member interjecting
is sometimes puilty of that. I must ask
the House to reject this motion. Faving
due regard for the position Mr. Lander
holds, T should prefer the hon. member
to withdraw the motion. I think he has
fully ventilated his ease. T feel that we
ought to show that we have unbounded
faith not only in the innocence but in the
integrity and the administrative capacity
6f Mr. Lander; and I think we ought to
go farlher by expressing owrselves as
satisfied that no human being, let alone
one in the position of Mr. Lander, would
be so callous as to go speeinlly out of his
way for the purpose of doing him an in-
jury at a time when he was suffering
severely from the result of an aceident.
The discussion is not a pleasant one, and
I hope the hon. member will withdraw
the motion.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hili}: Owing
to the hon. member having had the re-
ports for some time, and as I have heen
unable to read through the evidence, [
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

I desire to read the evidence owing to
the fact that the portion of it which the
hon. member has quoted is sufficient to
make it necessary to my mind as a mining
member, to go through it all.

Metion put, and passed on the voices.
Division ecalled for.

My, Holman: On a peoint of order, I
contend there was only. one “no,” and a
division cannot be called for.

Mr. Speaker: There was more than
one ¥ no.”

' as well

Mr. Layman: I called “no
as the member for Canning.

Mr. Bath: Before Lion. members op-
pose an adjourniment, I would like them
to give due consideration to what they
ave oppesing. I stated that I had no
time to go through the evidence.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member cannot
address the House, as a division has been
called for.

Mr. Bath: T would appeal to the Mini-
ster to allow an adjournment.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is out
of order in disecussing the matier.

Tivision {aken with the following ve-
sult:— o ; :

Ayes - e R B

Nues .. .. o2
Majority against R
AYES, | NOES.

Mr. Angwin Ar. H. Brown

Mr. Barnett | MMr, Butcher

ALr, Bath Mr. Cowcher

Afr. Bolton Mzr. Davies

Mr. T. L. Brown Mr, Draper

Mr Holmnn : Mr. Eddy

Mr. Horan Mr. Ewing

Mr. Hudson ' | Mr. Gregory

Mr. Johnson Mr. Harldwick

Mr. Smith Mr. Hoyword

Mr. Torlor Mr. Layman

Mr. linderwood Mr, Male

Mr, Walker Me. Monger

Mr. Heitmann (Teiler). DEr. X. J. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr. Stone
Mr. Veryard
e, A. J. Wilson
Mr, ¥. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. JOHNSON: On a point of explana-
tion, I desire to say I regret that the ad-
journment was refused. 1 would point
out that I have tried to get the evidence,
in order to go into the case, hut have been
unable do so owing to the fact that the
hon. member for Cue has been preparing
his case, and econsequenily T have been
unable to see the papers. Ii will now he
necessary for one of us to read the whole
of the evidence so that the others will be
able to know what evidence was given.
I hope Mr. Speaker, that you will there-
fore give every latitude to that member
in reading the evidence,

The Treasurer: Have not the papers
been on the table for a fortnight?

Mr. Johknson: Yes; but we have not
been able to see them, and this is only a
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most miserable attempt to hurk discus-
sion.
Debate continued.

Mr. BATH: The error made by mem-
bers of the House in refusing the reason-
able request for an adjournment was
exemplified by the attitude taken by the
Minister for Mines, who in the course of
his speech to the motion confessed that
he had not made full aequaintance with
the papers or the evidenece which was
taken by the Royal Commission. The
wanl of acquaintance with the papers
and with the evidence was proved by the
fact that In attempting to reply to the
member for Cue the Minister did not
touch on one of the points which that
member made in his speech. It was only
natural to expeet that the Minister for
Mines wounld have dealt with the state-
ments bronght forward, It was unsatis-
factory and absolutely useless as far as
the House was concerned for the Minister
for Mines to go inte hercies and try to
turn ridicule on the member for Cue in
order to avoid answering the echarges
made by that member. He (Mr. Bath)
had not had an opportunity of going
through the files, because only last night
when desirous of seeing the papers the
membher for Cue had them preparing
matter for his speeeh. The matters
brought forward by the member for Cue
were suffieiently serious to warrant in-
vestigation by every member, especially
those representing mining districts. The
position in regard to the case was that
long” hefore the member for Cue ever
made a statement on the publie platform
or in the House the workers in the Cue
distriet became "dissatisfied with the work
of the inspeetor.

The Minister for Mines: The papers
had been on the table sinee the 6th
Aungnst.

Mr. BATH : The workers in the Cue
distriel had complained against the ad-
ministration of this partieular inspector;
and it was owing to no personal cbjection
or bias on the part of the memhber for
Cue, hut because of the objections raised
by Ins constituents that this action was
taken in the House and on the publie
platform. The eleelors of Cue were not
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alone in their ehjection to his maladmini-
stration, because they were objecting in
common with the miners on the Eastern
Goldfields, where this officer had pre-
viously been employed. And it was
because of their objections, backed up by
representations by members for the
Eastern Goldfields, that the Minister for
Mines removed the inspector from the
Kalgoorlie distriet to the Cue district,
whieh practically amounted, so far as the
importanee of the matter was concerned,
to a veduetion of his position. In the
first place we had 1t stated by the member
for Cue that reports were submitted by
the inspector of mines to the Mines De-
partment which were not in eonsonance
with fact. The hon. member not only
made that statement but had amply sup-
poried it hy evidence adduced before the
inquiry. As to the aceident to H. Grant,
the report miade by the inspeector of mines
was as follows. (Report read.) Here
the inspeetor of mines, with plenty, of
time at his disposal, and aceustomed for
years to make out reports and send them
down to the Mines Department, stated
deliberately that the man reached for the
knecker line which was in the corner of
the shaft and easily got at, when the
whole of the evidence on the file went to
show that the knocker line was not in
that compartment at all but in the next
compariment, five or six feet away. The
man reached for the knocker line, stand-
ing on the edge of the bucket, and some-
thing falling down the shaft he tried to
avoid it and fell off the bucket. Yet the
inspector said the knocker line was in
the eorner of the shaft and within easy
reach of the man. If that was not an
inecrrect statement, then what would
members characterise as a corvect state-
ment? If one wished to look for the best
maotive one might assume that the in-
spector was suffering from temporary
abevrvation at the time. That was one
ease that the member for Cue proved up
to the hilt; but the Minister carefully
avoided referring to the faets, and ex-
cused himself by saying that he had
not read the evidence, and he asked the

House to pronounce a verdiet on the
matlter when he himself had not
read the evidence and eould not
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refute the member’s statements. In
Stickland’s ecase the inspector reported
that the stone from one of the last
round of holes fired so weakened the
timber of the penthouse that it fell to the
bottom of the shaft, taking Stickland
with it.  [Extract read, describing the
accident.] Here we found the inspector
solicitons after the accident to see that
the new penthouse was properly con-
structed ; whereas if he had properly ad-
miinistered the Act he would have made
inspections at regular intervals to prevent
aceidenis.  Yet after the aceident the
ingpector recommended that no farther
notice be taken of the matter, That one
paragraph of his report proved his un-
fitness for his position. [Evidence of
shift boss read.] The shift boss said in
his examination that after firing he could
not find the defect; hence the penthouse
collapsed.

s fo Procedure on Adjournment,

Mr. Holman: On a point of explana-
tion, T would ask the Premier if he would
allow the Leader of the Opposition to
resime his speech at any time, in the
event of the debate being adjourned now.

The Treasurer: He could easily do it
on an amendment.

Mr. Hotman: It is most unfair to com-
pel the Leader of the Opposition to read
all through the evidence while he is
making his speech.

Mr. Bath: Will the fact of my having
made portion of my speech now prevent
me from moving an amendment?

The Premier: It is a question Mr.
Speaker might decide whether, if the de-
hate were adjourned now, the Leader of
the Oppnsition would be able to continue
by means of speaking to an amendment ¥

Mr. Holman: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition might be prevenied from speaking
to the general question. There is a pre-
cedent for the course.I propose, as Mr.
Hopkins, when a member of the House,
was speaking one evening and resumed
his seat and was allowed to continue his
speech on the following day.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member for
Brown Hill eonld be allowed to continue
his speech by leave of the House, bui the

point is not provided for in the.Standing
Orders.

Mr. Holman : Mr. Hopkins was
allowed to continue his speech by leave of
the House.

Ar, Speaker: 1Is it the wish of the
House that the hon. member be heard at
a later date?

The Premier: In the event of the hon.
member being allowed to resume, will he
have to continue bis speech immediately
the House meets to-morrow?

My, Speaker: The question will come
on in the ordinary way.

My, Walker: A member is allowed to
resume his speech every day after the
tea ndjournment if he has not ¢oncluded
before the adjournment.

The Premier: What I was wondering
was whether it will be necessary, if the
debate is adjourned uow, for the hon.
member to resume his speech immediately
proceedings are started to-morrow,

Blr. Speaker: If it is intended to ad-
Journ the debate, I can put the guestion
as to whewner leave shall he given to the
hon. member to continue. If the House
gives him leave to continue his speech,
then he will do so when the motion next
appears on the Notice Paper in the
ordinary course.

Mr. Bath: So far as I am coneerned,
it is not so much a guestion on my part
of wanting to resume the debate. If I
had secured the adjournment the points
I would bave put before the House would
not have occupied more than 20 minutes
or half an hour. All T wanted was an
opportunity to go through the file and
to refer to the points which I had taken
from the speech of the member for Cue.

Question (as to whether the House
would grant leave to the hon. member to
resume) put and passed.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member will
be allowed to resume his speech when
next the motion as it appears on the
Natiee Paper is reached.

On motion by Mr.
adjourned.

Holman, debate
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RETURN — GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, MUNDARING WEIR.

On motion by Mr. Butcher, ordered—
That there be laid on the table.of the
House a return showing—1, Date that
the water first flowed over the Mundaring
Weir this winter. 2, Total number of
millions of gallons of water estimated to
have passed the weir this season to date
of return. 3, Estimated flow per 24
hours for each day included in return.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjomned at 10.38 o'clock,
until the next day.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 5th September, 1907
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4.30 o’clock p.m.
Prayers.

QUESTION~—PORT HEDLAND,
STEAMER AGROUND.

Mr. BUTCHER {without notice)
asked the Premier: Has lis attention
been drawn ta a paragraph appearin in
to-day's Morning Herald as follows:—

Roebourne v. Port Hedland.—We re-
ceived vesterday following telegram
from Mpr. Teesdale, Roebourne : “Pre-
viously denied by agentis ‘Buollamra’
ever neaped Hedland. Again neaped
since Monday; got off this morning,

but on bank again., Likely to be a

nice port for railway starting.”

The PREMIER replied : No.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Mining Accident, Fingal!

QUESTION—MEAT SUPPLIES,
TENDERS FOR GERALDTON.

Mr., T. L. BROWNXN asked the Pre-
meier : 1, Why was no tender aecepted
by the Tender Board for meat supplies
for the hospital, gaol, and old men’s
home at Geraldton? 2, On whose recom-
mendation was it resolved to purchase
said supplies in open market, and why?
3, What is the price being paid for meat
at the present {ime, and what is the sav-
ing effected by comparison with tenders
sent in and not accepted?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Qwing to
a complaint from the Superintendent of
Public Charities that the eontractors for
1906-7 had earried out their contraet in
an unsatisfactory maner. 2, In view of
this ecomplaint the Tender Board decided
that it was advisable that departments
should ohtain their supplies in the open
market. 3, Corned beef, 534d. per Ih;
Beef with hone, Gd.; without bone, 7d.;
Mutton, Gd. 1. Saving effected by nom-
acceptance of tenders, Vid. per Ih.

QUESTION—ALL-NIGHT SITTiNGS,
AS TO BEDDING.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Premier: 1,
Were the hlankets and other uight coun-
veniences recently placed within the pre-
cinets of the House provided by private
members? 2, If not, will they be avail-
able for membhers sitting on both sides of
the House? 3, If provided by private
members, is storage charge being levied?
4, If not, will the Government arrange
for free storage for beds ete. owned by
members sitting in Opposition?

The PREMIER repliéd: 1, The infor-
mation ean doubtless he ohtained from
the House Committee. 2, 3, 4, The mat-
ter has nothing to do with the Govern-
ment,

QUESTION—MINING ACCIDENT,
FINGAL, AS TO SUNDAY WORK.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Mines : 1, Has his attention bheen
drawn to the papers laid on the table
relating to the inquiry into the death of
the miner Zanardina, who was killed in



